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Alexandria, Minn. 


Via Dolorosa 


Jesus 

Inched His way 

Through the narrow street, 
Shouldering His own cruel cross, 


With it 

He bore scorn 

And scourgings, 

Yet never veering from His course. 


Far beyond 

The horizon 

Loomed the Hill of Atonement, 

Where His loving purpose would be 
accomplished. 


Weary not, 

O pilgrim, 

Trudge your Way of Sorrows 
“In) His Steps, ~ 


For it leads to the Mount of Resur- 


rection. 


Chicago, Ill. Esther Z. Schuessler 


Bu the Will of God 


By the will of God, 

Not by fate or chance, 
Jesus goes to meet 

Torch and spear and lance, 
Falling at His feet. 


By the will of God, 
He, of beauty shorn, 
From the scheming foe 
Takes the heated scorn, 
Hell to overthrow. 


By the will of God 
Stigmas of our sin 
Fall upon His soul, 
Till His death can win 
Man to God's control. 


Waldemar B. Streufert 
Arlington Heights,“Ill. 


Savior dear, whose heart for all our sins did bleed, 
Thine be our hearts and love. 

Savior dear, whose arms for us in pain were strained, 
Thine be our arms and strength. 

Savior dear, whose hands by cruel nails were pierced, 
Thine be our hands and task. 

Savior dear, whose feet were spiked unto the tree, 
Thine be our feet and path. 

Savior dear, whose eyes in darkness saw no light, 
Thine be our eyes and sight. 

Savior dear, whose head was bowed ‘neath thorny crown, 
Thine be our minds and will. 

Savior dear, whose body whole was crucified for us, 
Thine be our lives forevermore. 


% Good Friday Consecration Praver + : 
| 


Amen. 


H. L. Sprengeler 


At the Foot of the Cross 


At the foot of the Cross 
Come, kneel and pray — 
Hear your Savior’s 
Words today. 


At the foot of the Cross : 
Come, hear Him cry: : 
“It is finished, Father,” 
Then see Him die. . 

: 


At the foot of the Cross 
Come, linger there — 
Find power and strength 
For an earnest prayer! 


At the foot of the Cross 
There is rest for your soul : 
And life everlasting, : 
The ultimate goal! : 


Chicago, Ill. Evelyn Harre 


The Peace of Lent 


There is peace in the calm of the ev 
As poised o’er a far, flaming hill, 
In splendor majestic, the sun 
Bids farewell to a world, lulled a 
still. 


There is peace in the beauty of night, 
As softly the gleam of the stars 
Falls, compassionate, mellow, and m 
On a world with its wounds and 
scars. 


There is peace in the wounds and the 
Of Him who on Golgotha paid 
The price of our freedom: ’twas th 
For us all, peace eternal was 


St. Louis, Mo. John M. Ru 


NEWS 
IN 


zil District Opened 
Missions Last Year 


1e Brazil District of Synod opened 
ew missions and preaching stations 
year, Prof. Werner K. Wadewitz 
rted. The work is expanding not 
in the north — especially at Belém, 
fe, and Salvador — but also in the 
; of older parishes. 

Jur young people’s work in the 
ntude Luterana is carried on only 
razilian, which is the South Amer- 
version of continental Portuguese, 
as the American is counterpart of 
ish,’ Professor Wadewitz said. 
though Portuguese is the official 
lage at the synodical conventions, 
st of our work today is still done 
serman. Our children learn the 
chism in the Brazilian language 
of the land). We have services 
e everything is in Brazilian, except 
ermon, which is repeated in Ger- 
after having been delivered in 
ilian, or is given only in German. 
trend is definitely toward a more 
ral use of Brazilian. All pastors 
ilingual.” 

1e Huguenots held the first Prot- 
tt services in Rio de Janeiro in 
. “Our church was called to Bra- 
1 1900, not to start mission work 
ig the natives, but to minister to 
spiritual needs of German immi- 
ts, who had begun coming into 
il as early as 1824,” the professor 
s 
1934 the Brazilian Constitution 
ired separation of church and state. 


lents Support 
» Vicars Abroad 


ger to send a missionary abroad, 
» mission-minded students at the 
ouis seminary developed the 110 
six years ago. 

- giving a nickel a day, 110 sem- 
ans have supported a vicar from 
student body who serves in a for- 
field during his year or two of 
‘age. 

though still called the “110 Plan,” 
sroject has expanded, so that 450 
narians now give a nickel daily 
pray for the Spirit’s blessing on 
fellow students vicaring abroad. 


BO) 1957 
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The picture shows Rev. William H. 
Hillmer, Executive Secretary of Synod’s 
Board for Missions in North and South 
America, receiving a 110-Plan check 
for $3,000 for the support of Vicar 
Leonard Stahlke in El Salvador and 
Vicar Deane Schuessler in Hawaii. 

John Beck, outgoing president of the 
110 Club, is in the center, and Fred 
Boden, the new chairman, to the right. 


$3,000 for Vicars Abroad 


Mormon Church Ousts 
Lutheran Pastor 


Twenty years after joining the Mis- 
souri Synod, Rev. Carl Losser, pastor 
of Trinity Church, Buhl, Idaho, has 
been excommunicated from the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints — 
but not before “bishops” and “apostles” 
had made frequent visits in an effort 
to reclaim their former member. 

Pastor Losser’s introduction to Synod 
dates back to the time when his father, 
an instructor in the Mormon Church, 
noted a disagreement between the Bible 
and The Book of Mormon. When his 
“bishop” told him that The Book of 
Mormon took precedence over the 
Bible, Mr. Losser visited other churches. 

A Lutheran acquaintance who had 
not been in church for ten years sug- 
gested Mr. Losser attend the Lutheran 
church. The Lord used an indifferent 
former Lutheran to direct the entire 
Losser family to the church of the 
open Bible. 

Out of this direction, in turn, came 
the establishment of what is now a 
flourishing congregation in Murray, 
Utah, and from the Losser family, the 
gift of their son Carl to the service of 
the Lutheran Church. He is now min- 
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istering in southern Idaho, a Mormon 
stronghold. Thoroughly familiar with 
the teachings of Mormonism, he is 
strategically located. 

When Pastor Losser was serving 
a Lutheran parish in South Dakota, 
one of the “twelve apostles” of the 
Mormon Church called on the Lu- 
theran pastor and suggested that, since 
the decision to become a member of 
the Lutheran Church had been made 
at the tender age of 15, it could hardly 
be based on sincere conviction. 

The pastor’s reply called attention to 
the high regard the Mormons place on 
things which Joseph Smith did when 
he was only 14 years old. 

When Pastor Losser was asked if he 
had spent as much time studying the 
teachings of the Mormon Church as 
he had those of the Lutheran Church, 
he answered with the query, “Apostle, 
may I ask you the same question?” 

Rev. Carl F. Nitz, Stewardship Coun- 
selor in the Northwest District, who 
submitted the news item, asks, “Would 
we always show a similar persistence 
in our concern for straying sheep?” 


Babies and Autos Make 
Church Building Boom 


Babies and automobiles are primarily 
responsible for the record-breaking 
$2,567,000,000 church-building boom 
in the last four years, claimed Dr. John 
R. Scotford of New York, a member of 
the National Council of Churches De- 
partment of Church Building. 

He made his observation before 
1,000 church architects attending the 
National Joint Conference on~ Church 
Architecture, meeting in St. Louis. The 
Architectural Guild of America and 
the NCC department sponsored the 
meeting. 

“A piece of ecclesiastical equipment 
unheard of in the time of our grand- 
parents is becoming standard — cribs 
for the care of infants,’ noted Dr. 
Scotford. 

Large families are in vogue again, 
he said, and more youngsters are going 
to church and Sunday schools than 
ever before. 

The automobile has created new dis- 
turbing problems for churches — no- 
tably parking. Most urban churches 
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face the choice of securing parking 
space where they now are, moving, or 
being slowly strangled because of no 
car space for prospective members. 

Citing the desire of the American 
people for more impressive places of 
worship as a reason for the tremendous 
growth in churches, Dr. Scotford de- 
clared that Americans are not content 
with the auditorium-type churches of 
the past. 

“Don’t borrow a cookie cutter from 
the past,” Dr. C. Harry Atkinson of the 
Christian Herald magazine counseled 
church designers. 

Churches should not look like a gas 
station or a supermarket with a cross 
attached, nor should they “resemble a 
chrome-blazoned night-club entrance,” 
he stated. 

He advised today’s architects to em- 
ploy new forms and new materials, but 
“let the church be the church — in the 
world, but not of it.” 

In gearing churches to the needs of 
a “vast army of children and legions 
of elder citizens,” he advised the elim- 
ination of excess steps and of stairways 
and hazardous floor surfaces, but 
pleaded for the right kind of furniture 
and proper light intensity. 


Dallas Council Seminar 
Emphasizes Church Business 


To effect more efficient and knowl- 
edgeable administration of the congre- 
gation’s physical operation, in order to 
promote the more important work of 
the Kingdom, was the purpose of the 
Seminar for Church Officers, sponsored 
by the Council of Missouri Synod Lu- 
theran Churches in Dallas, Tex., Jan- 
uary 20. 

All newly elected corporate offi- 
cers —such as presidents, treasurers, 
secretaries, and trustees — as well as 
interested members in the 13 churches 
of the area, were invited to a Sunday 


afternoon meeting in Zion Church. 
About 75 men attended. 

Many men who in the past have been 
elected to church offices have had no 
opportunity or occasion to learn the 
basic legal requirements of the office 
or the tools and techniques to be used. 
“We know a man who has been a trus- 
tee for 10 years and never knew the 
value of our buildings.” “A treasurer 
told us he did not know how to keep 
accounts.” “Popularity or large con- 
tributions are the primary qualifica- 
tions” were statements heard. 

The seminar outlined four general 
offices: president, secretary, treasurer, 
and financial officers. The chairmen 
and speakers, chosen for their success- 
ful administration of the respective 
offices, were Dr. H. Etzler, Dr. H. M. 
Fowler, Leif Frickstad, R. B. Heather, 
A. O. Pedersen, O. G..Hahn, Erwin 
Burkhard, and Al. Sterner. 

Lengthy voters’ meeting discussions 
about the material operation of the 
congregation are not uncommon and 
may at times detract from the spiritual 
objectives of the church, the council 
felt. The waste of effort of several 
hundred voters discussing a $50 build- 
ing-repair need was cited as a typical 
obstruction to furthering the real King- 
dom work. 

Rev. Robert Jones emphasized in the 
section for trustees that pastors were 
not necessarily experts on foundation 
piers, water- and sewer-license require- 
ments, or the proper consistency of 
concrete, but qualified laymen are avail- 
able and should use their knowledge 
for prudent administration of physical 
church properties. 

Many individual expressions of ap- 
preciation for the program’s guidance 
indicated the need for the seminar. 

Seminars of various kinds have been 
held before, but the Dallas council be- 
lieves that the Seminar for Church 
Officers was the first in Synod directed 
to management training of officers. 


UNLIMITED 


A Seminar for Church Officers was sponsored by the Council of Missouri Synod 
Lutheran Churches in Greater Dallas. Council President A. E. Schuricht presided, 


and Secretary R. L. Boelter recorded. 
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Christians in Russia Are 
Communists, Visitor Finds 


“Russian Christians are professelj 
Communists.” This is the paradox thei 
Rev. Paul E. Freed, Greensboro, N. Ci! 
president of International Evangelisn 
an independent missionary organizatior#} 
found on a recent trip. 

_ “The Christians whom I met in Rud 


out for the Lord,” Mr. Freed said, “b 
I had a shock when all of them sai 
categorically that they were Comm 
nists.” 

One Russian leader told the mis§ 
sionary: “Be sure to preach Christ 
Don’t talk about anything else. Th 
people love to hear about the Lor 
Jesus Christ, but are not interested i 
other things.” 

This injunction Mr. Freed accepte 
as a warning to avoid other subjects 

In the approximately 5,000 Baptis 
churches in Russia, there is outware 
freedom of worship and speech, M 
Freed stated. 

“Generally speaking, there is moré 
religious liberty and tolerance in Rus 
sia than we think,” he said. “The sac 
part is that almost all the young people 
are atheists. The faces at all the meet- 
ings are not young faces, but those o 
older people, primarily women.” 

In Moscow, a city of about 7,000,000 
there is one Protestant church — Bap 
tist; one Jewish synagog, and one Ro 
man Catholic Church. In the Baptist) 
church, people meet twice on Sunday 
and once each weekday. The morning 
Mr. Freed spoke, about 2,200 people, 


chiefly women, heard him. 
One young Russian commented: “Of 
course you know that Jesus Christ was 


a Communist, and the Bible teaches 


Communism. Therefore, all good Chris- 


tians are Communists.” : 


: 
Priest Declines Invitation 


To Give Baccalaureate Address 


Msgr. Francis M. McCarter, V. F., 
of New Castle, Pa., declined an invita- 
tion to deliver the baccalaureate sermon 
to the graduating class of Union Town- 
ship High School in May, on the 
grounds that the state school code 
“forbids the use of public school build: 
ings for religious services.” 

In a letter to the school board 


had been advised that “they may neithe 
conduct nor be present at religious 
services mistakenly but advisedly called 
in public school circles ‘baccalaureate’ ” 
because of the Pennsylvania school cod 
prohibition. 
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Louis Society Has Helped 
ssionaries for 50 Years 


e Foreign Mission Ladies’ Aid 
jety, one of the oldest Lutheran 
en’s auxiliary organizations in 
Louis, observed its 50th anniver- 
:" March 13. 
[he guest of honor at the luncheon 
Grace Church was Mrs. Ludwig E. 
srbringer, the only living charter 
mber of the 12 who founded the 
anization in 1907. She is the widow 
a former president of Concordia 
ninary, and the mother of the pres- 
president, Dr. A. O. Fuerbringer. 
Besides the 300 
individual mem- 
bers of the so- 
ciety, delegates 
from 31 women’s 
organizations and 
churches in St. 
Louis make up 
the membership. 
This aid socie- 
ty presents a gift 
to every mission- 
ary’s: bride. Last 
r at Christmas the auxiliary sent five 
lars to every foreign missionary of 
church. 
ast year the organization gave $800 
1elp furnish the first school for mis- 
varies’ children in New Guinea; 
intained the furnishings in the Mis- 
1 House in St. Louis; prepared the 
Louis apartments for missionaries 
ming on furlough; placed $10 
‘th of groceries in the pantry of 
h apartment as a welcome to the 
lilies who served abroad; supplied 
m winter clothing and snow suits 
the children coming from the hot 
ntries like India; sent supplies to 
Lutheran Hospital at Ambur, India; 
ped the school for missionaries’ chil- 
n at Kodaikanal; and purchased 
d-speakers, flannelgraphs, and other 
ipment for stations whose budget 
Id not include these articles. 
\t most meetings a missionary on 
ough gives the women firsthand in- 
mation about the work in the for- 
1 field. 
n 1907 the organization was called 
India Mission Ladies’ Aid. Its ob- 
ive a half century ago was to help 
eight Missouri Synod missionaries 
ndia. 
Mrs. Fuerbringer, 82, was born in 
ia in 1875, when her father, Rev. 
derick Zucker, was stationed in 
nquebar. For 64 years she has lived 
college campuses of Synod. In 1879 
father was called to the faculty of 
icordia College, Fort Wayne. As a 
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Mrs. L. E. 
Fuerbringer 
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bride she came to the St. Louis seminary 
campus in 1896. When Dr. Fuerbringer 
went on modified service in 1943, he 
and his wife moved to an apartment 
near the campus, where Mrs. Fuer- 
bringer still lives with a daughter, 
Agnes. Dr. Fuerbringer died in 1947. 

Another daughter, Irmgard, the wife 
of Missionary Robert Zorn, lives in 
India. 


Moravians Celebrate 
500th Anniversary 


In March the Moravians began their 
celebration of the 500th anniversary 
of the founding of their church. 
The quincentenary observance is being 
marked wherever the Moravian Church 
exists throughout the world as a “Year 
of Dedication.” 

There are 55,000 members in the 
U.S., while their world population is 
300,000. Three fourths of their mem- 
bership is engaged in foreign mission 
work. 

Persecution drove many Moravians 
to America, where in 1740 they 
founded Bethlehem, Pa., and started 
Winston-Salem, N.C., in 1766. 

Before Martin Luther was born, the 
Bohemian peasant followers of John 
Hus (rector of the University of Prague 
and Roman Catholic priest who at- 
tacked the corruption of the church 
and cried for reform) named their 
group in March 1457 Unitas Fratrum 
— Unity of the Brethren — the official 
designation of the Moravian Church 
today. 

“IT shall die with joy in the faith of 
the Gospel I have preached,” cried Hus 
when he was burned at the stake in 
1415, after a trial for heresy. 

Although the peasant Hussites were 
persecuted, they were a dominant 
church in Bohemia until the Thirty 
Years’ War, when the Catholics routed 
the Bohemian Protestants. After 15 
leaders of the Brethren were beheaded 
June 21, 1621, the church went under- 
ground and stayed hidden for a cen- 
tury. The Moravians refer to this 
period as “The Hidden Seed.” 

The 18th-century patron of the group 
was a Saxon count, Nicholas von Zin- 
zendorf, on whose estate Moravian ref- 
ugees settied in 1722. They called their 
settlement Herrnhut, “the place God 


will guard.” In Herrnhut they devel-’ 


oped many customs still maintained 
today. 

At the anniversary service in Win- 
ston-Salem in March, a 400-piece band 
played Moravian chorales. The service 
was recorded for overseas transmission 
by the Voice of America. 
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THE SEAL OF SYNOD IN NEEDLE- 
POINT was presented to the Armed 
Services Commission by John Boehne, 
Jr., left, vice-chairman of Synod’s Board 
of Directors. “The seal contains 65,000 
handmade stitches,” said Mr. Boehne, 
who made them. His hobby is needle- 
point. It took him eight months to 
complete the piece. Chaplain Kenneth 
L. Ahl accepted the gift for the Wash- 
ington offices of the Commission. 


Trinity, Milwaukee, Celebrates 
110th Anniversary 


Trinity Lutheran Church in Milwau- 
kee is as old as the city and also as old 
as Synod. The congregation was organ- 
ized in 1847. 

Trinity celebrated the 110th anni- 
versary on March 3 with a rededication 
of the renovated church. The $50,000 
project included redecoration, tuck 
pointing, new wiring and lighting. 

In eleven decades the mother church 
in Milwaukee has had only five pastors: 
Ernst G. Keyl, 1847—1850; Frederick 
Lochner, 1850—1876; Henry Spren- 
geler, 1876—1919; Henry A. Grueber, 
1919—1948; and Erwin G. Tieman, 
since 1948. 

“Several times during its history,” 
said Pastor Tieman, “Trinity Congre- 
gation has considered the question of 
moving out to the more comfortable 
suburbs. We have but one answer: 
We'll stay right here. We will reach 
out, not move out. We will witness 
where we are. With our beautiful 
Gothic sanctuary, which seats a thou- 
sand people, we will continue to preach 
the old, old story of Jesus and His love 
at the ‘old stand,’ on the corner of 
Ninth and Highland, where the present 
edifice has stood for more than three 
quarters of a century.” 


FAJEN and their 8-month-old daughter 
Katherine left New York City March 8 
for Obot Idim, Nigeria, where Pastor 
Fajen, a 1955 St. Louis Seminary grad- 
uate, will serve the Nigerian Lutheran 
Church. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
O. J. Fajen, reside in Stover, Mo. His 
wife Margaret, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. F. Thompson, St. Louis, taught 
in a public school in Oakland, Calif. 


Briefly Told 


® Last year the publishing houses 
and bookstores of 32 denominations 
that are members of the Protestant 
Church-Owned Publishers’ Association 
had a combined volume of sales of 
about $100,000,000. This figure was 
$25,000,000 above the 1955 mark. 
Concordia Publishing House is a mem- 
ber of the association, which held its 
sixth annual meeting at Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa., February 18—21. 


@® Seminario Concordia at Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, opened its 1957 school 
year on March 1 with an enrollment 
of 166, of whom 32 are theological 
students and 34 proseminary freshmen. 
President Otto A. Goerl (pronounced 
“girl”) welcomed the new youngsters, 
some of whom are only 12 years old. 
Rev. Donaldo Schueler, pastor of Con- 
cordia Congregation in Porto Alegre, 
is instructing classes in religion during 
the convalescence of Prof. W. K. Wade- 
witz, who is recuperating from a break- 
down. 


@ The Christian Parent, first of the 
Christian-parent monthlies, will mark 
its 20th anniversary in May. Dr. Mar- 
tin P. Simon is the editor and publisher. 
Born in Eugene, Oreg., in 1937, the 
paper was first printed in the garage be- 
hind the home of the editor. In 1946 
Dr. Simon moved the magazine to 
Highland, Ill., near St. Louis. The 
paper now ‘has a partner, called My 
Chum, 


@ In December the St. Louis sem- 
inary received gifts totaling nearly 
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$50,000. A few months before her 
death, Mrs. William Scheele, Ridge- 
wood, N.J., donated stock valued at 
$40,000 to establish a William Scheele 
Memorial Scholarship Fund in mem- 
ory of her husband. As a memorial to 
their son, Mr. and Mrs. Carl C. Men- 
sing, Greenfield, Iowa, sent $1,127 for 
the Student Loan Fund. Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Bischel, Aurelia, Iowa, gave their 
annual contribution of $1,000 to the 
same fund, which each year assists 
more than a hundred students. 

Other gifts were $903 from the Ed- 
ward Rieck estate; $712, Seminary 
Guild; $500, Dr. J. Frederic Wenchel; 
$500, A. Driemeier; $400, anonymous, 
for Communion ware; $100, Mrs. Edith 
F. Kirchhoff; and $100, Fred C. Rutz. 


@ = The installation of approximately 
20. professors and instructors for Con- 
cordia Senior College will be held at 
St. Paul’s Church, Fort Wayne, on 
May 12,)fat@ 7:30) PSM GRev.) Huge 
Kleiner of North Tonawanda, N. Y., 
will speak, and Dr. Ottomar Krueger, 
President of the Central District, will 
perform the rite of installation. 


@ Members of Our Savior Church at 
Bradley, Ill., have formed their own 
credit union, the Illinois Credit Union 
League reports. All members of the 
congregation are eligible for member- 
ship in Our Savior Lutheran Credit 
Union. William L. Neuman is key man 
of the group, which organized to en- 
courage thrift and regular saving and 
to provide personal loans for one an- 
other at low cost. Owned and operated 
entirely by its members, the credit 
union functions under law and govern- 
ment supervision. The Credit Union 
National Association reports that mem- 
bers of Lutheran congregations now 
have nine credit unions. Members 
of Protestant churches operate 269 
credit unions. The more than 22,400 
credit unions in North America have 
10,000,000 members. 


® St. Finian’s Lutheran Church in 
Dublin, Ireland, sent $56 to the Lu- 
theran World Federation’s fund for the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church. “Even if 
we are a very small congregation, we 
want to help as much as possible,” 
wrote Rev. H. D. Mittorp, Ireland’s 
first full-time Lutheran pastor in 80 
years. He came to Dublin from West- 
phalia, Germany, in April 1955 to serve 
a group of Lutherans from Germany, 
the Scandinavian and the Baltic coun- 
tries, who are living in Dublin. The 
LWF’s fund for the Hungarian Lu- 
theran Church now totals $350,000. 
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@ Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Nanke 
married in Golden, Colo., on Was 
ton’s birthday, 1892. The follo 
year they moved in a covered w 
to What Cheer, Iowa. The trip 
them 32 days. The members o 
Martin’s Church, What Cheer, 
brated the Nankes’ 65th wedding 
versary with a banquet and a se 
“Mrs. Nanke is an active membe 
the LWML. Seldom do you look | 
over the congregation without se 
the Nankes, and just as seldom do 
find them absent from the Commu 
table,” the Iowa East Edition of 
WITNESS states. 


© Mount Olive Church, Milwaul 
recently honored Mrs. Austin R. Mo 
on the occasion of her 50th consecu 
year as a teacher in the Sunday sch@ 
And in St. Louis, Messiah Church 
tribute to Miss Louise Wollmershau 
who has taught Sunday school for 
years. 


® More than 600 Missouri Sy 
young people are students at the U 
versity of Illinois. The Lutheran m 
istry on the campus is under the dir 
tion of Rev. Erich Heintzen. 


@ The January 15 WITNESS m 
tioned the truckload of food whi 
southwestern Idaho farmers brought | 
Concordia College, Portland. Aft 
reading the account, Prof. Arthur ¢ 
Wahlers of the faculty wrote that L 
therans in the Magic Valley area — 
Twin Falls — farther away from tl 
college, 700 miles from Portland - 
also sent a very large truck laden wi 


gifts of food for the students, five | 


whom come from Twin Falls and Ede 
Idaho. The men who drove the tru 
were. Larry Kniep, Martin Holtze 
Rene Burkhalter, Ed Lierman, and R¢ 
Gartner. 


a ig Harvey Schmedemann, wh 
attends Messiah Lutheran Chure 
Hays, Kans., has been appointed he 
of the Kansas State Highway Patrol. 


@ When a derailment of a freig! 
train in Montana and other mishaj 
delayed the Great Northern Railway 
“Empire Builder” in reaching Seatt 
on time for Rev. Luther E. Russe 
a passenger, to return to his congreg 
tion in Renton, Wash., for Sundé 
morning services, he found a ready cot! 
gregation on the train. Forty passe! 
gers crowded the vista dome and th 
lower level of the car for the speci 
service. “It was a thrilling experienc 
to preach on a train going over Stever 
Pass in the beautiful Cascade Mout 
tains,” reports Pastor Russert. 


F 
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Two couples are on their way to the 
reign mission fields. Dr. and Mrs. 
P. Klomhaus of Rogue River, Oreg., 
ll soon leave for New Guinea, and 
vv. and Mrs. A. Victor Suehs and 
sir two young daughters are now 
route to Ceylon. Both men were 
mmissioned last month. 


Dr. Klomhaus, a successful physician 
d surgeon, lived in a beautiful home 
one of the most picturesque sections 
Oregon. To go to New Guinea as 
nedical missionary, he is “sacrificing” 
0,000 a year retirement income — 
me people would say —and a lot 
ore. 


But the Klomhauses do not feel that 
2y are sacrificing. Middle-aged, they 
9k forward with the vision of youth 
the opportunity for service in 
ist’s kingdom. 
Their daughter Gretchen will receive 
r Bachelor’s degree in nursing at the 
of Oregon in 1958. Their son Gil- 
rt is in his second year of premedical 
rk at the U. of Oregon. 


Mrs. Klomhaus, the former Adeline 
Mtolfson, was born in Vermillion, 
Dak., studied at the U. of S. Dak., 
d took her nurses’ training at the 
yedish Hospital in Chicago and Gen- 
il Hospital of the U. of Cincinnati. 
€ was supervisor of nurses at Copley 
spital, Aurora, Ill., and taught home 
rsing at East Aurora High School. 
the Lutheran Hospital of New 
linea she will supervise and train 
rses. 
A Chicagoan by birth, Dr. Klomhaus 
idied at Valparaiso U. in the last 
ars before the Lutherans obtained 
2 school. He received his premedical 
d medical training at the University 
Illinois and interned at Hurley Hos- 
al, Flint, Mich., and at Copley. He 
ened his own practice in June 1932. 
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About two years ago Missionary W. 
Burce, home on furlough from New 
Guinea, spent some time in Rogue 
River. The Klomhauses, through the 
suggestion of Missionary William Dan- 
ker of Japan, became interested in 
Pastor Burce’s work and soon offered 
their services to the church. They will 
leave for New Guinea this month. 

Synod’s New Guinea mission opened 
in 1948. The Klomhauses will be sta- 
tioned at Mambisanda, where a 180- 
bed hospital is being completed. The 
station is about 150 miles inland, 
west of Madang. All transportation to 
the mission is by air, since there are 
no highways or roads over the moun- 
tainous terrain. 

“You should have been at the com- 
missioning,’ Dr. O. H. Schmidt, who 
performed the rite, told the WITNEss 
staff. 

“Almost everyone in Aurora came 
to St. Paul’s Church to witness the 
commissioning of the doctor, who prac- 
ticed for 16 years in Aurora. The 
mayor was there, the congregation, the 
former patients, and Prof. William A. 
Danker, who was the pastor in the 
neighboring church and whose family 
were patients of Dr. Klomhaus. The 
church was packed.” 


Professor Danker had the prayer at 
the service, and Rev. W. G. Stallmann, 
the pastor of St. Paul’s, officiated. 

Not only the people from Aurora 
and Rogue River pray with the Klom- 
houses for God’s blessing and protec- 
tion, but the whole church joins in 
those petitions. 


Missionary and Mrs. Suehs 


Now on the high seas and bound for 
Colombo, Ceylon, is the young Suehs 
family. The father will minister among 
the Sinhalese people. 
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For a year and a half he had been 
pastor of Hope Church, Westcliffe, 
Colo., one of the oldest congregations 
in the Colorado District and one of 
the highest. It thrives at 7,900 feet 
above sea level at the foot of the 
Sangre de Cristos range. 

His home town is Manawa, Wis., and 
his wife’s, New London. The Suehses 
left New York on March 27. 

After serving four years in the U.S. 
Merchant Marine during World War II 
—when he visited Colombo twice — 
Victor Suehs enrolled at the Springfield 
seminary in 1949. Intensely interested 
in foreign missions since his seminary 
days, he readily accepted the call to 
Ceylon. His wife has never been out- 
side the U.S. 

The picture of the young family will 
change in the Eastern world. Little 
Constance will go to Kodaikanal, India, 
500 miles from Ceylon, to attend the 
boarding school for the children of 
missionaries. 

This is indeed sacrifice for her and 
for her parents, who will miss the joys 
that her childhood would bring daily 
into the household. And when Cynthia 
is “old enough,” she will join her six- 
year-old sister. 

Ceylon is a tropical island only five 
degrees north of the Equator — a far, 
far cry from Wisconsin and Westcliffe, 
at the hem of the Sangre de Cristos 
range. 

With the Holy Spirit’s blessing, and 
in God’s time, the message of forgive- 
ness through the Cross will add to the 
company of heaven some _ benighted 
souls in Ceylon and in the New Guinea 
hinterland. 

The personal sacrifice of Christ’s 
people is minimal when compared with 
the “far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” 


n a familiar Lenten hymn Christians 
devoutly sing: 
Yet, O Lord, not thus alone 
Make me see Thy Passion, 
But its cause to me make known 
And its termination. 


What is the true cause of Christ’s 
holy Passion? Who was responsible for 
His death? 

Human reason ascribes the death of 
Jesus Christ to the treachery of Judas, 
to the hatred of the Jewish High Coun- 
cil, to the shouting of the misguided 
mob, and to the cowardice of Pontius 
Pilate. 

These evildoers contributed to the 
cause of the Savior’s death. Otherwise, 
why should Jesus pray: “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do’’? 
They killed the Prince of Life, they 
crucified the Lord of Glory, they were 
the “betrayers and murderers” of the 
Just One. 


% God’s Eternal Plan 


Jesus was not merely the victim of 
a fiendish plot against His life. His 
death is a mystery proceeding from the 
hidden wisdom of God. Before the 
world began, God ordained the death 
of His Son unto our glory. 

The evildoers were the secondary 
causes of the death of Christ. He Him- 
self stated the primary cause: “Truly 
the Son of Man goeth as it was de- 
termined.” The Apostle Peter declares 
that Jesus was “delivered by the de- 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God.” 

From eternity God foresaw not only 
man’s fall into sin, but also his inability 
to rise again and to right himself with 


The Divine Must 


his God. Nor could God ignore or 
condone man’s transgression. He could 
not simply pardon unrighteous man. 
Both His love and His righteousness 
must be satisfied. 

Only in God’s Son could mercy 
and truth meet together, only in Him 
could righteousness and peace kiss each 
other. The eternal Word must be made 
flesh, must take upon Himself man’s 
guilt, must meet the demands of divine 
righteousness and justice. 

Jesus alone could do that. As man, 
He could be made under the Law and 
suffer its curse; as God, He could 
achieve a perfect atonement and rise 
again from the death into which the 
overwhelming guilt of mankind would 
plunge Him. 


% Human Instruments 


To carry out His eternal plan, God 
made use of human beings, who actu- 
ally drove Jesus to His death. God did 
not foreordain them to do this wicked- 
ness, nor did He compel them to crucify 
the Lord of Glory. 

Jesus pleaded with Judas as He was 
about to receive the traitor’s kiss. He 
warned the High Council and Pontius 
Pilate of the heinous crime they were 
committing. They were not helpless 
pawns; their acts were voluntary. They 
had no excuse. 

Here we have a mystery. It is the 
mystery of godliness. God in His fore- 
knowledge foresaw the wickedness of 
these men and embodied it in His plan 
for the salvation of mankind. But 
Jesus’ blood is upon them. Someday 
“He cometh with clouds, and every eye 
shall see Him, and they also which 
pierced Him” (Rev. 1:7). 


“Christ Rejected,” 
Benjamin West. 


%&« The Divine Must for Jesu 


For Jesus the cross was a div 
must. “I must be about My Fat 
business,” He said. 

“IT must work the works of 
that sent Me.” 

“The Son of Man must suffer m 
things.” 

“The Son of Man must be lifted u 

“Ought [must] not Christ to h 
suffered these things?” 

The Father’s will must be done 
all costs. The death of Jesus was 
fulfillment of God’s eternal plan 
the salvation of mankind. The worl 
sin brought Him to this earth. 
world’s sin — also yours and mine 
actually killed Jesus. 


Ah! I also and my sin 
Wrought Thy deep affliction; 
This indeed the cause has been 
Of Thy crucifixion. 


It was the Prince of Life who di 
who by His death and resurrecti 
brought life and immortality to lig 


&% The Divine Must for Us 


Jesus died for my sin, and I m 
die unto sin. “If any man will co 
after Me,” He said, “let him deny hi 
self and take up his cross. 

I must lay my mind upon Go 
altar, bring into captivity every thoug 
to the obedience of Christ, and subd 
every doubt or objection to His Wor 

I must lay my heart upon His alta 
renounce every selfish ambition, striv 
for perfection in conduct and fruitfu 
ness in good works. 

I must present my body to Him ¢ 
a living sacrifice, keep myself unspotte 


from the world, yield my membel 


servants to righteousness unto holines: 
and cut off, if need be, the offendin 
member. 

I must be willing to bear every ac 
versity which may come for His sake 
surrender my all, even my life, for Hin 


i We Must Be Saved : 
4 
w 


“Who, then, can be saved?” wW 
stammer. With men it is impossibk 
but with God all things are possibl 
The divine counsel which determine 
the must also provided the way. 

“As by one man’s disobedience m 
were made sinners,” the Lenten Gospé 
affirms, “so by the obedience of O 
shall many be made righteous.” “Ther 
is, therefore, now no condemnation 
them which are in Christ Jesus.” _ 

His is the name whereby we “m 
be saved. His blood is a sufficient r: 
som for all sins. To His holy wo 
we flee for refuge and pardon. 


Orto E. So 


itheran theology is basically a “the- 
ology of the cross” —a term bor- 
ved from Luther. It is that because 
s rooted in the cross of Christ. Ours 
| theology of the cross also because, 
» the word of the cross, it is foolish- 
s for the wise of this world. It is 
heology of the cross, furthermore, 
ause it imposes upon those who be- 
e it the holy obligation to bear the 
ss of Christ in loving discipleship. 


Finality of the Cross 


sut the theology of the cross is also 
- of finality. For the cross of Christ 
the last stage in God’s redemptive 
n for the salvation of sinners. Be- 
id the cross lies the Last Judgment. 
e that despised Moses’ Law died 
hout mercy under two or three wit- 
ses. Of how much sorer punishment, 
pose ye, shall he be thought worthy 
9 hath trodden under foot the Son 
God and hath counted the blood of 
covenant wherewith he was sanc- 
>d an unholy thing, and hath done 
Hite Unto! the Spirit of Grace?” 


fo scorn and reject the cross of 
rist leads inescapably to eternal per- 
on. The cross of Christ has achieved 
| freely offers to all men forgiveness 
sin, life, and eternal salvation. 


Vain Strivings 


All religions, it is true, strive for 
1e kind of salvation. It may be 
leliverance from the imprisonment 
the soul in a corrupt body. It may 
a salvation from the importunate 
nands of our restless selves. It may 
a salvation from the frustrations of 
' emotional instability. It may be 
alvation from hostile forces outside 
n, from demons and evil spirits, and 
m the wrath of nature’s unpredict- 
e powers. It may be a salvation 
ninating in utter dissolution of the 
. It may be an elevation of man 
a position of prestige in a millennial 
mn of righteousness without any 
ial ills. 


3ut in every case it is a salvation 
ich man is expected to achieve 
ough his personal efforts. Character 
ermines destiny. Do what you can, 
i God will pay the balance. For 
1e, finally, salvation results from an 
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For All Times and Final 
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imitation of Christ, from a “follow Me 
life, patterned in every detail after the 
perfect Christ. 


All these efforts of man to obtain 
salvation fall under the indictment of 
the theology of the cross. This theology 
tells man that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, has by His bitter suffering and 
death in Gethsemane and on Golgotha 
suffered the divine punishment for 
man’s sin, freed man from the guilt of 
sin, from death, and from the power 
of the devil, and enabled man confi- 
dently and joyfully to approach God 
for pardon and peace. 


Complete and Free Salvation 


This theology of the cross Jesus 
Himself proclaimed. His apostles and 
His church, guided by His Spirit, made 
it known to the world. That theology 
deals with a complete and free salva- 
tion, which was achieved for all time 
and for all men. It tells of God’s final 
act of redemption and deliverance. 


The theology of the cross is not 
found in Islam, in Buddhism, in Hin- 
duism, or in any other religion. Neither 
is it found in any form of philosophic 
thought. Nor was it discovered by 
science. 


God conceived the theology of the 
cross. God realized it through His Son. 
God revealed it, at first, bit by bit to 
His own chosen prophets, and then in 
its full and dazzling splendor through 
His own Son and through the apostles. 


Foundation of the Church 


This theology has built the church 
throughout the ages and has preserved 
it from all enemies. This theology Mar- 
tin Luther rediscovered in all its gran- 
deur. It is our privilege to believe, to 
study, and to proclaim this theology. 


We have it, but we can easily lose it. 
We cain become so overawed by the 
outreach of Christianity to all the 
world, by statistical records, by its 


acceptance even by those who live in- 


darkest Africa, by external glories at- 
tending its historical development, that 
we fail to see in the cross the only and 
final salvation from the guilt and power 
of sin, the only wellspring for a God- 
pleasing life, the only sure anchor of 
eternal hope. 
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“Crucifixion,” .Zurbaran 
(detail appears on cover) 


“And JI, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto Me.” 
Jesus has been lifted up, He has been 
crucified, He has been exalted to glory. 
He is even now stretching out His 
hands to all men: 


Come unto Me, 

all ye that labor 

and are heavy laden, 
And I will give you rest. 


Take My yoke upon you, 

and learn of Me, 
For I am meek and lowly in heart; 
And ye shall find rest 

unto your souls. 


For My yoke is easy, 
And My burden is light. 


May we respond in faith, May we 
be attracted by the magnetism of His 
love. May we be among those who at 
death are drawn into His presence, who 
will see Him as He is, and who through- 
out eternity will adore: 

Unto Him that loved us, 

And washed us from our sins 

in His own blood, 

And hath made us kings and priests 

unto God and His Father, 

To Him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 


PauL M. BRETSCHER 
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To Parents and Sponsors 


Will your son or daughter or godchild be con- 
firmed this spring? Have you selected a con- 
firmation gift? 

Here is one the new communicant will never 
lose and never forget. In the beauty of spring- 
time invite the young Christian for a walk or 
a drive. After speaking of your own confirmation 
day you may express deep interest in the spiritual 
future of your young companion. Talk in a close 
confidential manner. 

If possible, visit your church, kneel down be- 
fore the altar, and say aloud a personal heartfelt 
prayer, or read a selection from the Lutheran 
Book of Prayer. In the presence of God your 
child or godchild will hear one of the intercessions 
you have silently made for many years. 

A private prayer session with the future mem- 
ber of the church may also be held at home. 
The place is immaterial. The important thing is 
that you do it. 

If you show your prayerful concern, your child 
or godchild will find added meaning in the solemn 
rite of confirmation. What is more, you will have 
given the assurance in the act of prayer that 
you care for the soul of the maturing Christian. 
In his trials and temptations he will remember 
that he is borne up on the wings of your prayers. 


Faith and Healing 


Religious racketeers have long been a part of 
the American scene. But seldom have they spread 
more darkness and confusion in people’s souls 
than the recent rash of “faith healers.” 

Healing cultists have come a long way since 
Isaiah called them ‘“‘wizards that peep and that 
mutter.” Some modern “healers” put on high- 
powered campaigns, shout into radio and TV 
microphones, and peddle miracle magazines and 
pamphlets which milk unbelievably large sums 
from their audiences. 

The prophet’s ringing question: “Should not 
a people seek unto their God?” challenges us to 
test the mouthings of the modern “shouters and 
exhorters.” 

Some of the basic Bible facts regarding “faith 
and healing” are: 

1. God’s ability to prevent or to cure sickness, 
any sickness, is never to be doubted. (Phil. 4:19; 
LePeter-5:6717),) 

2. The promises God has attached to prayers 
of faith are so grand and all-embracing that His 
children are “fools and slow of heart to believe” 
if in every sickness they are not instant in prayer 
and do not confidently trust in His promises. 
(Matt. 7:7; 18:19; 21 :22-3ohn 1557216723524) 

3. While praying always, and first placing all 
confidence in God, we are not to despise doctors 
and medical science. More often than not, these 
are the means through which God answers our 
prayers. 
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Witness Comments 


More Indoctrination 


Ca | 
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4. God in His perfect love and wisdom m 
often say “No” or “Not yet” to our prayers 
healing. Sickness is a part of His perfect p 
for our eternal good (2 Cor. 12:1-10; 2 Ti 
4:20; John 11:1-6). God’s “No” to our plea 
not said because He loves us less, but rather 
opposite. (Rom. 8:36-39; Heb. 12:5-11) 

5. God wrote the prescription for His child 
to follow in every sickness, in verses 5-7 
Psalm; 37>>"Commit,.... a Lrust soe. Gisceteas 
Wait... Fret not.” 


A recent convert to one of our churches, w 
in the zeal of his new-found faith made 40 mi 
sion calls before he himself was confirmed, sa 
that church members need more indoctrinatio 

Before the Spirit guided this man to the trut 
he was antagonistic to all churches. The loc 
Lutheran pastor hesitated to invite the resist 
to church and to the adult class. He was w 
educated. It would be difficult to approach hi 

Trusting in the power of the Gospel, t 
pastor invited the man. He accepted and gre 
so interested in the class that he asked for mo 
reading material. He read Mueller’s Dogmatic 
Engelder’s Popular Symbolics, and The Book 
Concord. He also studied several books pr 
senting the church’s stand on Freemasonry. 

Before he completed the course of instructio 
the Spirit-turned man was thoroughly convincee 
of the truth of God’s Word and the teaching 
of the Lutheran Church. Immediately he invitee 
others to church and to the pastor’s class. 

The newcomer’s eloquent witness to Chris 
moved so many Freemasons that the local lodgs 
disbanded! — 

This churchman is an exceptional person. Bu 
what he says about lay training is undoubtedh 
true: “We must indoctrinate our people better 
If their hearts are filled to overflowing with Scrip 
ture, they will not have much difficulty expressing 
themselves.” 


a Poor, Miserable Sinner’? 


Are these words too strong? We recite then 
in our public Confession of Sins. Are similai 
phrases in our liturgical prayers simply traditiona 
and said without actual acceptance? Often the} 
are, according to a recent statement in a widely 
read church periodical. 

“Many contemporary Christians,” the articl 
declares, “just will not wail that there is 
[spiritual] health in them.” Some of the langua 
in the confessional prayers is said to be extrav: 
gant rhetoric. 

It may be true that some Christians, whi 
admitting their general sinfulness, wince at 
so-called “groveling” expressions in the prayeé 
and recite the words only because they are i 
the prayer book. 
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They were not too strong for Moses, who 
said that every imagination of man’s heart is 
“only evil continually.” They were not too strong 
for Isaiah, who said: “We are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags” (“all our righteous deeds are like a pol- 
luted garment,” RSV). They were not too strong 
for Paul, who said: “O wretched man that I am! 
Who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” 


Loose Leaves 


According to his old nature a Christian may 
feel that such strong expressions hurt his pride 
and self-respect, but according to his new nature 
he knows that no human language is strong 
enough to depict his utter misery in the presence 
of the holy and just God. Self-abasement? Yes, 
but not despair. The words are not too strong. 
Say them daily. Say them sincerely, but add with 
Paul: “There is . . . no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus.” 
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“Don’t Rock the Boat” 


It is not only foolish, but downright dangerous 
to rock a boat with helpless passengers on board. 
Many a life has been lost through such senseless 
recklessness. 


It is far worse to ruin the peace of a congre- 
gation or the church at large through ill-judged 
talk, senseless gossip, or destructive criticism. 
This happens when a hue and cry is raised at 
imperfections in imperfect brethren. We church 
members are passengers on the ship of the church. 
The officials of our congregation or church body 
are by our vote and resolution acting as the crew. 
For the time being they are in charge of guiding 
the ship of the congregation and church through 
all manner of storms and quicksands and rocky 
shoals. They are interested and concerned in the 
peace and welfare of the church. They are doing 
their high duty according to their knowledge, 
faith, and ability. Much of their task is often 
unknown to the members for whom they are 
working and whom they are leading. 


There are many Christians who easily become 
pained and confused and suspicious when they 
note that someone is sounding loud alarms, cast- 
ing grave doubts, or spreading ill-founded crit- 
icism. The history of the church shows that 
through this dangerous rocking of the boat many 
in the congregation and church were robbed of 
their joy and peace in the Lord’s work, perhaps 
actually driven from the church or prevented from 
joining this or that congregation. Thousands of 
£’s, of valuable time and effort, thousands of 
man-power hours that could have been used for 
the up-building of God’s kingdom were worse 
than wasted in unnecessary controversies, endless 
meetings, and fruitless discussions. 


True, there are wrongs that should be righted, 
shortcomings and defects that need correcting, 
policies that may be all wrong, but before plung- 
ing into an effort, let us make sure that the 
method and manner, the means and the timing 
have been carefully considered and are in line 
with the doctrine we have learned. — The Aus- 
tralian Lutheran 


God’s Plan 


One of the devil’s favorite temptations is to try 
to make us think that we can — or should — add 
something toward our soul’s salvation. When the 
devil does tempt us to think such thoughts, we 
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need to remember that the plan of salvation that 
unfolds in Holy Scripture is GOD’S plan. 

The writer to the Hebrews (Heb. 2:10-15) re- 
minds us that God planned to have His Son 
complete His plan of salvation perfectly. In order 
that God’s plan of salvation might be of value 
to human beings, God’s Son became a human 
being. He became a “partaker of flesh and 
blood.” Jesus had a human body just like ours 
The only difference between Jesus and us is that 
Jesus was holy and sinless. But because Jesus 
was holy and sinless, He was able to accomplish 
what He set out to do. 


Jesus came to free us from fear and from the 
power of death and the devil. This He accom- 
plished when He died on the cross. It remains 
for us to accept Jesus as our Savior, to trust in 
Him, and to praise Him among men! — Bulletin, 
St. James Church, Marion, Ind. 


“Lime Doesn’t Cost, It Pays” 


There you have a fine advertising slogan. 
I read it on a sign. 

Now, of course the farmer pays something for 
the lime he buys to put on his fields. Lime 
does cost. But when you look at the whole 
business from spring to fall, from sowing time 
to harvest time, you understand that the slogan 
expresses a fact. Lime pays in the long run. 
Without lime the crop would not be as good. 

What has this to do with the church? We 
can adapt the slogan very readily: Church doesn’t 
cost, it pays! 

Of course, the members of a church must 
pay for the upkeep and operation of their church. 
God does not send an angel to preach to the 
congregation. He sends a minister through the 
congregation’s call. The minister must eat and 
sleep, must be clothed and sheltered, must have 
books and other equipment for his work. The 
congregation must have a house of worship, 
teaching facilities, buildings, rooms, desks, books 
for Sunday school and other classes. And if it 
is persuaded of the value of daily instruction 
in the Word of God, the congregation will want 
and get a Christian day school. 

All these cost something. Yet when you look 
“at the whole business,” it pays, it pays, it pays. 
It pays to all eternity. 

“Church doesn’t cost, it pays!” — St. Matthew’s 
Messenger, Rochester, N. Y. 
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The CRUCIFIXION. 


History of the Painting 


A young musician in Poland, Ignace Jan Paderewski, 
was so moved by a painting of Poland’s fight for free- 
dom from oppressors that he shared his emotional 
reaction with his artist friend, Jan Styka. Both Poles 
treasured the meaning of the word “freedom.” 

Paderewski conceived the idea to create a monumental 
painting depicting the world’s only hope for ultimate 
freedom — Christ’s atonement on Calvary. 

Paderewski’s idea implanted in Styka the obsession to 
execute the picture as the crowning achievement of his 
life and the reason for his art. 

Styka studied in Rome and then spent a year in the 
Holy Land, where he sketched, explored the country, 
and interviewed many people. In his research he col- 
lected material and verified facts, so that the most minute 
detail on the canvas would be authentic. 

Through the support of the musician, Styka arranged 
to have the gigantic canvas for the painting of “The 
Crucifixion” woven in Belgium and secured in Lemberg, 
Poland, a building large enough to use as a studio. 

Throughout long days and for many years Styka 
worked on the mammoth canvas. Finally in 1895 “The 
Crucifixion” was completed. 
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Meanwhile Paderewski had become a famous conc 
pianist. (Later he was also premier of Poland.) | 
arranged for the exhibition of “The Crucifixion” 
a large building in Warsaw. Hundreds of thousan 
who saw the picture were inspired and awed by 
soul-moving impact. 

In 1891 Paderewski had toured America. He a 
Styka were determined to display the picture througho 
the world, particularly in the United States, which th 
looked upon as the land of freedom. 

In 1900 Styka brought the canvas to the Unit 
States with the hope of entering it at the St. Lon 
Exposition, but his hope was not realized. 

“The Crucifixion” passed into other hands aft 
a series of misfortunes and years of futile attempts 
exhibit it. For a generation the picture was rolled u 
stored away, and forgotten. 

More than 20 years ago Dr. Hubert Eaton, executi 
head of Forest Lawn, heard about the immense drama 
painting and its history. Through his efforts the H 
of the Crucifixion — requiring three years for constru 
tion — was built to house Styka’s masterpiece portrayi 
the atonement and death of Jesus. 
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Copyright 1957, Forest Lawn Memorial-Park, Glendale, Calif. Photo by Dick Whittington 


[he Crucifixion,” 


by Jan Styka, the world’s largest religious painting, is 45 feet high and 195 


et long. It is on permanent exhibition daily at Forest Lawn Memorial-Park, Glendale, Calif. 


escription of the Painting 


For his composition, Styka selected the last moments 
fore Jesus was nailed to the cross on Golgotha. The 
ninous clouds cast their shadows over the land as the 
nm of God looks heavenward. Thunder rolls above. 
The curiosity seekers are streaming up the hill from 
e city gates. The Romans insist that the law be carried 
it to the letter. Between the two crosses in the rear, 
e warrant officer reads the orders of execution. 
Between the crosses in the foreground crouch the 
ur executioners. 

To the left, at the cliff’s edge, is Joseph of Arimathea, 
follower of Christ. Later he will provide decent burial 
r the Lord’s body. Nicodemus, a rich merchant who 
ves Christ but cannot aid Him, is with Joseph. 
Between these friends of the Savior and the first 
Oss are gathered the members of the Sanhedrin — 
€ supreme court of justice for enforcing the Mosaic 
w. They have passed the verdict of blasphemy against 
nrist. 

In the crowd to the right of the cross Peter stares 
hast at a cock flapping its wings on the ground before 
m. Remembering his denial of Jesus while the elders 
d priests questioned Him, Peter weeps in anguish. 


The two thieves who will be crucified with Christ are 
in front of the battalion of soldiers in the center. 

To the right of the second cross is the pitiful band 
of the Savior’s family and friends — His mother; John, 
the beloved disciple; Mary, the wife of Cleophas; Lazarus 
and his sister Martha. In front of them kneels Mary 
Magdalene, praying that the sentence of Christ’s death 
be averted. 

Jesus stands alone in the center of these groups with 
their conflicting emotions. The reed with which His 
persecutors smote Him, the crown of thorns, and the 
purple robe lie at His feet. 

From the lowering clouds of this pivotal day in 
history will break through the sun of the Resurrection 
morning with the fulfillment of prophecy and of tri- 
umphant victory over death: Christ lives! 


“He laid down His life for us” (1 John 3:16). 


“He was delivered for our offenses and was raised 
again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 


“He is the Propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” 
(1 John 2:2). 
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This Is 
Our Stand 


A. C. STELLHORN 


Lutheran Building, St. Louis Secretary of Schools 


At its Atlantic City meeting, January 29 to February 1, 1957, 
the National Lutheran Council heard individuals express “grave 
concern” over “a trend toward development of parochial education 
as a substitute for public schools.” Specifically, it was charged 
that interest in parochial schools “has led to indifference and even 
opposition to adequate provision for public school needs of a 
community.” 


The following resolution was adopted: 
“The Council recognizes the legitimate place of parochial 
schools for children in the total educational program as well as 
the special need for such schools under certain circumstances. 


“The Council, however, expresses its conviction that in 
our country public schools constitute the chief instrument of 
general education for children, and registers its grave concern 
over situations where interest in parochial schools has led to 
indifference and even opposition to adequate provision for the 
public school needs of a community.” 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod maintains by far 
the largest number of Lutheran schools. What is our stand on 
this issue? 

It is our sincere conviction that only through full-time Chris- 
tian schools, both elementary and secondary, can we give adequate 
attention to the Christian education of our children and youth. 
These schools give a Christian environment in which children 
and youth are under the influence of God’s Word in the total 
school curriculum. These schools provide a Bible-based and 
Christ-centered education which the public school cannot supply. 


Our concern for Lutheran elementary schools and Lutheran 
high schools has not meant indifference or opposition to the pub- 
lic school. Indeed, as far back as 1870 our Synod asserted: “The 
public schools are a necessity, and it is the Christian’s duty to 
support them and seek their welfare.” We recognize that the 
public schools are agents of the entire community and that it is 
the civic and patriotic duty of all citizens to support them. Also 
congregations that maintain parochial schools are interested in 
the welfare of the public schools. 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod insists that its main- 
tenance of Lutheran elementary schools and high schools should 
not be interpreted as hostility to the public schools or indifference 
toward them. We gladly join our fellow citizens in supporting 
the development and maintenance of good public,schools. 
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Educators Study Relation 
Of Theology to Education 


How can our educational ideas arf 
practices be brought into harmony wi 
our theology? 

What is the relationship betwed 
philosophy, theology, and educatio 

What is the qualitative difference b 
tween the authority of revelation ar 
authority in other areas of knowledge 

Did the image of God, in whic 
man was once created, include creati 
imagination? 

These were some of the questio 
aired at the St. Louis Seminary, Mare 
1 and 2, when 19 educators met t 


| 
: 
| 


Essayists at the seminar on Lutherap 
Philosophy of Education, Il. to rf 
Drs. Haentzschel, Lueker, Bretscher 
and Merkens. 


discuss the eventual formulation and 
publication of the Lutheran philosoph 
of education. 

Under the auspices of the Committed 
on the Lutheran Philosophy of Educa 
tion of the synodical Board for Parish 
Education, the group is preparing mate- 
rial that will help unify the approach 
to the educational tasks of the church. 
.. The books to be published are in- 
tended primarily for the professional 
workers of the church, but also as 
a testimony of Lutheran educational 
beliefs. | 

Educators who participated in the 
seminar included: P. M. Bretscher, 
H. G. Coiner, M. H. Franzmann, H. H. 
Gross, A. Haentzschel, A. H. Jahs- 
mann, W. A. Kramer, P. W. Lange, 
E.. L. Lueker, R.+H., Luecke, Mim 
Maehr, C. S. Meyer, A. L. Miller, A. C. 
Mueller, A. C. Piepkorn, A. C. Repp, 
M. +H. .Scharlemann, | andieR: 
Schnabel. s 


Foreign Missions Report 
Growth and Progress 


For the first time since the mission 
was begun in 1895, more than 2,00 
persons were baptized in one year i 
Synod’s mission in India. Attendance 
at services exceeded a million. Mem 
bership is 28,388, Mission Secre 
Herman H. Koppelmann reported. 
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a 412 preaching places in India 
re served by 222 evangelistic workers 
1 addition to the American mission- 
ries. 

“These are statistics, with all the 
feaknesses of numbers, but they do 


ive us reason to rejoice,” he said. 


THE HoNnG KONG GRoUP increased 
rom 2,100 to 3,200 members. At- 
sndance rose from 63,000 to 107,000. 
chool enrollment doubled from 413 
» 959. 1,020 were baptized, of whom 
52 affiliated with the Church of Our 
avior in Kowloon last year. 

The mission in the Philippines in- 
reased from 2,000 to 2,500 members; 
unday school enrollment, from 1,800 
» 2,300. 

“At Sinipsip, on the mountain trail 
etween Guinzadan and Baguio, Pastor 
ilagot confirmed and baptized 11 
dults in January and also baptized 
3 children,” Missionary N. Becker re- 
orts from the Philippines. 

“Sinipsip is not much more than 
junction in the road and a market 
lace. Few houses can be seen there, 
ut there are scattered grass huts on all 
des. From these the people follow 
ie rough trails to Sinipsip, which has 
1 elevation of 7,800 feet.” 


ATTENDANCES at Sunday and week- 
ay services in New Guinea have 
imbed over 1,000,000. 

On January 6, 1957, 10,000 Engas 
ume to witness the baptism of 79 na- 
ves in New Guinea. Missionary Wil- 
am Wagner wrote that a few came 
it of curiosity — some Engas traveled 
vo days to attend the service — but 
any were drawn by the Gospel. 
“Some of the Engas, those who have 
arned to read, clutched their mimeo- 
‘aphed Order of Baptism booklets,” 
ie missionary commented. 

One native who came to an instruc- 
on class was told he could not have 
is name on the roll until he had at- 
nded the class for four weeks. 

“He attended for four weeks and 
en also brought his wife. There is 
great deal of significance attached to 
ie placing of their name in a roll book 
r writing it on paper. They have no 
ritten language, no records, no litera- 
ire. The Enga language was reduced 
. writing by our first missionaries only 
few years ago. Writing is a miracle 
» the older natives, but many of the 
yunger generation have learned to 
ad and write. To have their name 
ritten in a book gives them a per- 
nal link with this miracle of recorded 
nguage,” Missionary Wagner explains. 
| wonder if it would mean more to us 
. hear that our names are being writ- 
n in the Book of Life,” he comments. 
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A Problem 
kor Wrestling 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


“When I came home, I almost threw up my hands in despair,” 
wrote one of our District Presidents after the February meeting 
of the College of Presidents. 


“Eight more men have calls, and all eight are inclined to ac- 
cept. We already have 13 vacancies. Two young men left strategic 
parishes, one man having served less than a year, the other hardly 
two years. ... 


“Our Board of Directors is now considering pulling out of 
certain areas where we have been working for years, simply be- 
cause we can’t keep the areas supplied with men.” 


This letter focuses our attention on the shortage of manpower 
about as sharply as anything I have read. 


The question in the minds of all of us should be: “What can 
we do?” The College of Presidents and the Board for Higher 
Education have long wrestled with this problem, which grows more 
and more acute. We ask earnestly, What shall we do about it? 


One answer surely must be that our congregations be more 
considerate and refrain from calling a young pastor who has served 
a field “hardly two years.” Before extending the call, have these 
congregations consulted their respective District Presidents? 


Jesus offered the real solution. When He saw multitudes 
coming, He realized they “were scattered abroad, as sheep having 
no shepherd,” and said to His disciples: “The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray ye, therefore, the Lord 
of the harvest that He will send forth laborers into His harvest.” 
Christ’s touching and impressive words surely should move us to 
pray more fervently for workers in His kingdom. 


Action definitely will follow prayer. We must train more la- 
borers for the harvest. A program of intensive recruitment is 
under way. 


Do you remember how John Bradford in Synod’s movie The 
Unfinished Task opposed his son’s desire to study for the min- 
istry? Do you recall how God led the father to change his mind? 


The church asks parents and their sons and daughters today, 
especially at the time of confirmation, when they are dedicating 
their lives to the Lord Jesus, whether the Savior should not be 
given the best talents for the noblest work on earth. The Lord 
needs young men in the holy ministry. And daughters possessing 
the God-given qualifications for teaching in Christian day schools 
are also needed. Think about it! Pray over it! Act accordingly! 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 88:4, 5: “7 am counted with them 
that go down into the pit; I am as a man 
that hath no strength, free among the 
dead.” 


Free Among the Dead 


This moving psalm describes in 
prophecy the agonies of the Messiah 
as He subjects Himself to the wrath of 
God and to the penalties of the Law 
in the course of His redemptive mission. 


In spirit we behold, with the psalmist, 
the Savior’s dying struggles and hear 
the plaint that is wrung from His tor- 
tured soul: “I am counted with them 
that go down into the pit .. . free 
among the dead.” 


This was the depth of the Messiah’s 
humility; this was the climax of the 
penalty that the holy God laid upon 
Him who freely gave Himself as the 
all-sufficient Offering for our sins. Laid 
into the grave like the lowliest of God’s 
creatures, He was “free among the 
dead.” Cut off from the divine pres- 
ence, separated from the fellowship of 
His people, the Messiah became “like 
the slain that lie in the grave, whom 
Thou rememberest no more.” 

The Saviors death on Calvary was 
tragic, gruesome, bleak. That is why 
Good Friday is the blackest day on 
the Christian calendar. It shows death 
in all its stark terror as the wages of 
sin. 

But there is also a glory about Good 
Friday. The death of Christ, for all its 
horror, is our everlasting hope. Because 
He died, the grave has lost its terror, 
and death has lost its sting. Because 
He became “free among the dead,” we 
shall be forever free among the living. 
Ours shall be the eternal liberty of the 
sons of God. 

For Good Friday. has a sequel. The 
darkness of the grave will be pierced 
by the light of the Easter sun. He who 
became “free among the dead,” buried 
in the cold and lonely tomb, will rise 
victorious over death and cast off its 
shackles. 

Lent is a sorrowful season, and 
Good Friday the saddest of days. But 
sorrow will turn into joy, and weeping 
give way to song. But we shall triumph 
with Christ on Easter only if we have 
sorrowed with Him in Lent. 


THOMAS COATES 


“AS OFT AS YE DRINK IT” 


Holy Communion is the Lord’s own 
institution and not a custom which the 
church originated. However, the Lord 
left it to the church to arrange all 
details for the proper observance of the 
Sacrament. Among the arrangements 
none is receiving more attention at this 
time than the frequency with which 
the Lord’s Supper is to be celebrated. 


How often are we to go to Com- 
munion? The Lord did not say, and 
custom varies greatly on this question. 
Nevertheless there is evidence that 
whenever Christians frequently partic- 
ipated in the Sacrament, the church 
had her finest hour. 


Early Observances 


The early Christian centuries were 
a heroic age for the church. The Sac- 
rament of the Altar was celebrated on 
every Lord’s day, or Sunday. It be- 
longed to the worship pattern of the 
early Christians. 


Weekly administrations of the Lord’s 
Supper continued until the sacrifice of 
the Mass was introduced. Holy Com- 
munion is not the chief thing in the 
Mass. Rather the chief thing is the 
unbloody sacrifice of Christ’s body, into 
which the bread is claimed to have 
been converted, as though Scripture 
had not said: “There is no more offer- 
ing for sin” (Heb. 10:18). People were 
told that viewing the elevation of the 
host (the moment at which the wafer 
was expected to change into the body 
of Christ) counted for more than the 
actual eating and drinking in Holy 
Communion. Gradually the Roman 
Catholic Church withdrew the cup 
altogether from the people. 

Like the early Christian era, the Ref- 
ormation period was an heroic age. It 
restored the true Sacrament and_ its 
frequent use. Once again worship con: 
sisted of preaching and of Holy Com- 
munion, as it did in the early church. 
The Lord’s Supper was administered on 
Sundays and on all church festivals. 
People generally followed the example 
of Luther, who partook of Holy Com- 
munion every other Sunday. 


Later Observances 


The Thirty Years’ War wrecked 
church life on German soil. Good as 
the recovery was in many ways, it was 
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not good in matters of worship. Co 
munion attendance was less frequen 


Two movements scarred Luthera 
ism in the eighteenth century. The firs 
was Pietism, which sought to revive th 
personal religious life through inne 
reflection and emotionalism. Pietis 
was contemptuous of the Lord’s Suppe 


The second was a countermovemen# 
to Pietism. Known as Rationalism, i 
sought to explain the Christian faith org 
reasonable and logical grounds. I 
stripped the Sacrament of its super 
natural features and reduced it to 4 
memorial to be observed four times 
a year. 


In this respect, Rationalism followed 
the lead of the Reformed churches 
which already in Luther’s time had! 
restricted the celebration of Commun-! 
ion to four annual occasions. Zwingli 
and Calvin, founders of the Reformed) 
churches, were opposed to all worship 
customs of historic Christianity. They| 
wanted worship to consist only of} 
preaching and prayer. No selected’ 
Scripture readings. No formal prayers. 
No altars. No music. No pictures. 


Today the Lutheran Church mani- 
fests a growing perception and appre-_ 
ciation of the place of Holy Commun- 
ion in worship. We hear of churches 
administering the Sacrament on _ all 
Sundays and church festivals. Com- 
munion attendance is improving from 
year to year. 


Blessings ; 


Great personal blessings are asso-— 
ciated with an increased use of the 
Sacrament. The Lord’s Supper gives 
us strength to amend our sinful lives 
and to live in Christ. 


The times in which we live are not 
favorable for a life in Christ. Our age 
is characterized by organizational tyr- 
anny. Society demands unconditional 
conformity. Yet the apostle tells us not 
to be conformed to the world but to be 
transformed. The devil is very active. 
and the flesh is full of tension and re- 
bellion. Holy Communion is a means 
of preserving us in Christ. 


How often should we partake of 


the assurance of God’s grace in Chris 
Jesus and the renewal of. our minds 
and lives. ER 


panto — LE FADD 


*‘Annunciation,” 


Donatello 


me Prion — encouraged by God? 


eVirgin Birth — fundamental doctrine? 


@ Heb. 9:4, 2 Chron. 5:10 — in conflict? 


® Heaven — in Old Testament 


Wat. NNSWER? 


juestion: Did not God seemingly 
icourage deception when He dealt 
ell with, and made houses for, the 
lebrew midwives who disobeyed 
haraoh’s commandment to destroy 
ie newly born sons of the Israelites? 


Answer: Not at all, since by obeying 

is edict of Pharaoh these women 
ould have become guilty of foul 
urder. But in the fear of God they 
irsued the only proper course for 
uildren of God, namely, to obey God 
ther than men (Acts 5:29). Would 
yu Obey the edict of your Government 
it should demand that you slay un- 
sirable citizens? God’s act of re- 
arding these midwives is ample proof 
at they were doing His will at the 
sk of their own lives. 


uestion: What is actually meant by 
e virgin birth of Christ? Is it nec- 
sary to believe it? 


Answer: The doctrine of the virgin 
rth of Christ is a fundamental article 
f our faith, the denial of which makes 
ving faith in Christ impossible. 
Every human being has a father and 
mother, who through their union 
ader God’s blessing start a new human 
sing on its way into the world. The 
rst moment of this process is called 
ynception. Every one of us has come 
to the world in this manner. 

But Jesus had only a mother. Joseph 
as not his true father. Jesus was con- 
sived in Mary before Joseph and Mary 
vame together” (Matt. 1:18). When 
seph learned that Mary was to be- 
yme a mother, he wanted to leave her 
aietly. He knew that the child was 
ot his. But he allowed himself to be 
srsuaded by the angel to take Mary 
» wife and then also to become the 
ep- or fosterfather of Jesus. The 
ower to bring forth Jesus without 
<nowing a man” was given to Mary 
y the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:34, 35). 
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The people of that day quite generally 
regarded Him as the son of Joseph 
(ukes32235°4:22: John 1:45: 6:42), 
but St. Matthew, quoting Is. 7:14, de- 
scribes Him as “God with us.” He is 
both the true Son of God and the true 
Son of Mary. 

A true child of God finds it no 
harder to believe this miracle than any 
other. If God in the beginning insti- 
tuted natural conception through the 
union of husband and wife, the same 
almighty power enables Him to use 
other means. “With God nothing shall 
be impossible” (Luke 1:37). 

If we do not believe this, but regard 
Jesus as the true, natural son of Joseph 
and Mary, then we are compelled by 
Holy Scripture to regard Jesus as hay- 
ing been born in sin like all the other 
sons of men (John 3:6; Eph. 2:3). 
The Virgin Birth was God’s way of 
producing a holy child, who was also 
the Son of God and therefore able to 
fulfill the Law: perfectly, suffer our 
punishment, and thus bring about ever- 
lasting atonement and reconciliation of 
the world to Himself (2 Cor. 5:19). 
Our Savior was God and man in one 
Person; that fact makes our redemption 
certain. ; 


Question: How do we harmonize the 
statement of Heb. 9:4 that the Ark 
of the Covenant contained a pot of 
manna, Aaron’s budding rod, and 
the two tables of the Law, while 
2 Chron. 5:10 states that only the 
stone tables were in it? 


Answer: The solution to this problem 
is not too difficult. Besides giving the 
Law to Moses on Mount Sinai, God 
also instructed him to build the Ark of 
the Covenant (Ex. 25:10-15). Into this 
ark he was to place the testimony 
(vv. 16 and 21). Previously He had 
instructed him to lay up a pot of manna 
before the Lord (Ex. 16:33). Later on, 
during the journey to the Promised 
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Land, the budding rod of Aaron was 
added (Num. 17:10). All this took 
place during Moses’ days, roughly 
about 1500 B.C. The reference in 
2 Chron. 5:10, however, is to the 
time of the dedication of Solomon’s 
temple in Jerusalem (2 Chron. 5:1-10), 
roughly 1000 B.C. At that time only 
the two tables of the Law were left in 
the ark. What happened to the manna 
and to Aaron’s rod is not mentioned, 
nor is any statement made in Holy Writ 
that God miraculously preserved them. 
They were either removed or disinte- 
grated during those 500 years. 


Question: Nowhere in the Pentateuch 
is there any reference to heaven as 
a goal for the Israelites; only the 
Promised Land is mentioned. Are 
there any such in the Old Testament? 
Did the Old Testament believers as- 
sociate the coming of the Messiah 
with the life in heaven? 


Answer: As far as the Pentateuch 
(the five books of Moses) is concerned, 
your observation seems to be correct. 
The term heaven is used a number of 
times, but not as the final objective and 
goal for the Israelites. 

On the other hand, the Old Testa- 
ment believers obviously had adequate 
information on this vital issue. There 
were the many Messianic prophecies, 
to mention only Gen. 3:15; 12:3; 49: 
10, 18, and Jacob’s ladder, Gen. 28:12. 
Gen. 5:24 mentions that the patriarch 
Enoch was translated, as Heb. 11:5 
plainly asserts. We also have God’s 
statement to Moses in Ex. 3:6, which 
Jesus interpreted as proving the resur- 
rection of the believers and their pres- 
ence with God (Luke 20:37, 38). Fi- 
nally, Hebrews 11 presents a list of out- 
standing believers of the Old Testament 
whose record is found in the Pentateuch 
and who, like Abraham, hoped for a 
city whose maker and builder is God 
(Heb. 11:10, 14-16). O. E. SoHN 
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Of Marriage 


“Male and female created He them.” 
GEN. 1:27b 

God did not have to create them 
male and female. He could have made 
only males or only females; and at His 
pleasure He could have created another 
thousand or million full-grown beings 
whenever He felt the need of a larger 
population. 

How dull an all-male or an all-female 
world would be! No wives or husbands 
to love; no crying babies or laughing 
children; no little ones to sing to sleep 
or teach the “Abba, Father.” 

In His infinite wisdom God made 
them male and female and instituted the 
estate of matrimony. Marriage serves 
many purposes, among which the fol- 
lowing might be listed: 

1. For companionship. God said: “It 
is not good that the man should be 
alone.” Man was created a social being. 
Aloneness makes for loneliness. To love 
and be loved is one of life’s greatest 
experiences. 

2. For mutual help and assistance. 
“T will make him an help meet for him,” 
said the Creator. Male and female com- 
plement each other. Where one is weak, 
the other is strong; labors not suited 
to one are better suited to the other. 

3. For the bearing of children. When 
Eve was brought to Adam, God blessed 
them and said: “Be fruitful and multi- 
ply and replenish the earth.” See also 
1 Tim. 5:14. While not the oaly pur- 
pose of marriage, the bearing and rear- 
ing of children is one of the primary 
reasons for holy matrimony. This is 
God’s way of perpetuating the human 
race. 

4. For leading a chaste and decent 
life. “To avoid fornication,” writes 
St. Paul, “let every man have his own 
wife, and let every woman have her 
own husband” (1 Cor. 7:2). While this 
reason for marriage is negative, God’s 
apostle nevertheless considered it 
worthy of mention. 

Marriage is a blessed estate. Hus- 
bands and wives will add immeasurably 
to their happiness by recognizing and 
fulfilling God’s purposes in marriage. 

ARTHUR E. GRAF 
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The Man 
of Decisions 


What Shall We Think 
of Billy Graham? 


BILLy GRAHAM keeps rolling along. 
Shortly he will attempt revival in the 
American Babylon, New York City 
itself. The man whom London took to 
its heart is probably not afraid. 


What about these revivals? What 
about Billy Graham? 


The day of revivals is over, except 
in the South, people used to say. But 
the temper of the times seems to favor 
them also north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. 


This clean-cut young man with a 
good family behind him, furthermore, 
seems to stick to his plan not to pander 
to sensationalism. Crowds, yes. Emo- 
tionalism, no. He thinks of himself as 
closer to Moody than to Billy Sunday. 


In another significant fashion he la- 
bors to be different from revivalists. 
He works with the churches. He comes 
to a city in response to the invitation 
of its churches. He went to England, 
to Germany, to Sweden, to Finland, 
invited by church leaders. His advance 
organization works to build up helpers 
from the churches. Inquirers are re- 
ferred to churches for follow-up. 


What is the secret of his success? 
Is he trustworthy? 


Current judgments about Billy Gra- 
ham split wide open on that point. 
Some are sure he is in it for the money. 
They feel that he is the core of a 
highly efficient, shining modern opera- 
tion employing the best techniques of 
advertising, public relations, mass ma- 
nipulation, radio and press and tele- 
vision. He moves on America along 
a wide front — the protracted revivals, 
the isolated appearances, the broadcasts 
on radio and TV, the syndicated news- 
paper column, the books and tracts, 
the handsome coverage by the maga- 
zines — Life and Time and Look and 
U.S. News and World Report and the 
Christian Century. He is good copy. 


One of America’s leading theolo- 
gians, Reinhold Niebuhr, feels Graham 
is not in the tradition of outstanding 
revivalists like Charles Grandison Fin- 
ney because Graham does not use his 
prestige to attack a current social evil 
like segregation. 


Others find him America’s greatest 
preacher, a prophet of God, and won- 
der why their own churches do not grip 
them the way he does. 


On the credit side of Billy Graham 
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should be put what he himself sa 
He does not pose as a profound th 
logian. He feels that he has a call 
be an evangelist, a preacher of t 
Gospel to the masses. Beginning wi 
his early experiences with the You 
for Christ movement, he has gather 
about himself a team of helpers w 
are glad to second his efforts. T 
system clicks. It is to Graham’s cre 
that he throws his program to the su 
port of the churches rather than 
himself. 


Billy Graham preaches the Gospel 
Jesus Christ. He believes in the Bib 
as the source of his message. 


Billy Graham talks in a way th 
people can understand. He talks lik 
one of them. It should make t 
churches of our day stop and thin 
that a man holding the Bible and ur 
ing to faith in Christ is heard gladl 


Judged by the very Bible which h 
holds, Billy Graham sometimes doe 
better than others. His accent on “d 
cision,” a heritage from his own child 
hood and Baptist background, some: 
times makes his call to decision fa 
outweigh the preaching of Jesus Christ. 
the crucified and risen Redeemer 
through which the power for faith an¢ 
decision comes. 


This criticism should not blind us t 
the fact that God wants faith and con 
tinuing faith, the consecrated life and 
the growing life. Church membershi 
that is content to exist without that 
faith and that growth is a fake. While 
we shall not assent to Billy Graham’s 
every tenet and every support, we shall 
give thanks for the Gospel that he 


preaches. — Ricyarp R. CAEMMERER 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Heralds of Spring 


In steady northward flight 
The feathered heralds come 
From winter exile — home! 


All nature’s gathered choir 
Surpasses human skill 
Our earth with joy to fill. 


What varied repertoire! 
The lofty vireo 
And groundling thrush below, 


With gentle meadow lark 
And cedar waxwing lone 
Their Maker’s praise intone. 


All nature at its best 
In brightest ornament 
Declares what He has sent. 


O Thou who dost awaken 
All nature from its slumber, 
Grant us a faith unshaken 
And mercies without number! 


WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 
Arlington Heights, Ill. 
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a ON Fr A RTA TE VENs 


WML Seventh Biennial 


fonvention Expected 


fo Draw 2,000 


FROM FOUR TO FIVE HUNDRED del- 
gates and officers, both district and 
aternational, are expected to attend 
he seventh biennial convention of the 
WML at the Hotel Leamington, Min- 
eapolis, July 31 and August 1. 


Guests and visitors will raise the 
otal attendance to almost 2,000, the 
onvention committee estimates. 


For the opening service Rev. Hugo 
\. Gamber, President of the Minnesota 
Jistrict, will base his sermon on the 
onvention theme, “Talk Ye of All 
dis Wondrous Works.” 


Miss Della Wolf 


Rev. Hugo A. 
Gamber 


The two-day meeting will accent the 
vork of the LWML to bring the Gospel 
f Christ to the world. 

Rev. and Mrs. James W. Mayer are 
cheduled to speak. Pastor Mayer, a 
on of Synod’s Secretary of Missions, 
; home on furlough from Ambur, 
ndia. His wife, the former Thelma 
treufert, taught school before her 
narriage. 

Two special meetings will precede 
he regular sessions. The literature and 
dministrative committees will convene 
mn July 29; the Executive Board and 
christian Growth chairmen, July 30. 

Mrs. Arthur Preisinger, Lake Forest, 
ll., president of the League, will pre- 
ide at the business sessions, which 
vill be held in the Hall of States, Hotel 
-eamington. 

Mrs. Albert Plagens, St. Paul, and 
Miss Della Wolf, Glencoe, Minn., are 
o-chairmen of the convention. Other 
nembers of the convention committee 
te: publicity-press chairman, Mrs. 
Nalter E. Schmalz, St. Paul; co-chair- 
nen of registration, Mrs. Gerald 
<oepke, Minneapolis, and Mrs. Harvey 
ange, Sauk Center, Minn.; registrar- 
reasurer, Mrs. A. F. Ladwig, Minne- 
polis; and program and other activities, 
Mrs. William A. Buege, Minneapolis. 
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ELWML convention committee examines first copies of “Welcome,” brochure 
containing convention data. L. to r.: Mrs. Albert Plagens, Mrs. Walter Schmalz, 


Mrs. Gerald Koepke, Mrs. William Buege. 


Minnesota District President 
To Welcome Delegates, Guests 


Miss Della Wolf, president of the 
Minnesota District of the LWML, will 
welcome delegates, officers, and guests 
at the Minneapolis convention. 


A first-grade teacher at First Lu- 
theran Church, Glencoe, Miss Wolf 
has served as consultant in teaching 
special subjects in public elementary 
and Christian day schools. She is active 
as a member of county and state teach- 
ers’ conferences, as a counselor to 
Walther League groups, and as a leader 
in local, circuit, and district LWML 
organizations. 

She also works with a group of 
women who are studying Braille in 
preparation for transcribing religious 
material for the blind under the pro- 
gram of Synod’s Board for Missions 
to the Blind. 


The LWML Tree 


The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League is like a tree. It is firmly rooted 
in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, out 
of which grows Christian love in the 
hearts of the women of our church 
and their readiness to serve their Lord. 


Thirty-seven districts — 33 in the 
U.S. and four in Canada — represent 
the LWML tree, with boughs that 
branch out into circuits and zones. 

More than 4,000 local congregational 
societies, or membership units, com- 
prise the twigs of the League tree. Its 
leaves correspond to the 172,361 mem- 
bers of the organization. 


As the leaves are vital to the life of 
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a tree, so the members of the LWML 
are the lifeblood of the League. Any 
organization is only as strong or as 
weak as its component parts. 

That a good tree bears good fruit is 
evidenced by the personal faith and 
missionary zeal of the League’s mem- 
bers. The LWML program of Mis- 
sionary Education and Inspiration is 
designed to promote continued growth 
and productivity for the Kingdom. 


Members 
Pledge 


Dedication 


The members of the LWML pledge 
their dedication to the Savior in the 
following words, written by Rev. C. 
Harry Fricke: 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s 
dying love and His blood-bought gift 
of redemption, we dedicate ourselves 
to Him with all that we are and have; 
and in obedience to His call for 
workers in the harvest fields, we pledge 
Him our willing service, wherever and 
whenever He hath need of us. 

We consecrate to our Savior our 
hands to work for Him, our feet to 
go on His errands, our voice to sing 
His praises, our lips to proclaim His 
redeeming love, our silver and gold to 
extend His kingdom, our will to do 
His will, and every power of our life 
to the great task of bringing the lost 
and the erring into eternal fellowship 
with Him, M.W. 
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Lutheran Witness 


1882 —1957 


SYNOD’S OFFICIAL ORGAN 


Today the LUTHERAN WITNESS rep- 
resents the official doctrinal position of 
the Missouri Synod and is under the 
editorial review of the faculty of the 
St. Louis Seminary. 


But this was not always the case. The 
LUTHERAN WITNESS initially was issued 
under the auspices of the Cleveland 
District Pastoral Conference. 


The members of this conference rep- 
resented Missouri Synod congregations 
in 17 cities of central and northern 
Ohio: Cleveland, Zanesville, Dover, 
Berea, Elyria, Marysville, Columbus, 
Ashland, Akron, Euclid, Toledo, Liver- 
pool, North Amherst, Canton, Pom- 
eroy, Briar Hill, and Mount Hope. 


The names on the roster of the con- 
ference included: Schwan, Niemann, 
Weseloh, Zorn, Walker, Kretzmann, 
Kolbe, Rupprecht, Frank, Werfelmann, 
Horst, Ernst, Kaiser, and Husmann. 
These pastors, living in the shadow of 
the Ohio Synod’s seminary and the 
Lutheran Standard, saw the necessity of 
sponsoring the WITNEss. 


The conference appropriated $260 
for the new publication. The first two 
numbers were sent out as sample copies; 
1,000 subscribers were gained imme- 
diately. 

When, in the opinion of the confer- 
ence, the WiTNEss had fulfilled its 
original purpose, it was resolved to dis- 
continue the publication. Of this de- 
velopment Frank wrote: 


Another adversity met the WITNESS 
two years after its birth, when it was 
disavowed by its former kind parents. 
The Cleveland Pastoral Conference, 
which had called our WiTNEss to life 
and had fostered the same so faithfully, 
met again at Zanesville and considered 
the proposition of abandoning the fur- 
ther publication . . . on the ground that 
... [it] had fulfilled its mission as a war 
measure and could now be safely dis- 
continued. And as the editor flatly re- 
fused to accede to any such proposition 
because of its shortsightedness and lack 
of missionary zeal, the conference made 
over to him the paper te be conducted 
henceforth as a private affair by him- 
self if he chose to do so. 

Well, after- picking himself up from 
this stroke of lightning, your editor sent 
word to all his subscribers, advising 
them of the state of affairs, and asking 
them for their suffrages. Our subscrib- 
ers for the greater part petitioned for 
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the continuance of our WITNEss by all 
means and sent the funds for renewed 
subscriptions. 


After the conference withdrew its 
support, Editor Frank appealed to his 
colleague in the conference and Pres- 
ident of Synod, Rev. Heinrich C. 
Schwan, for synodical support. 

In his presidential report to the 1884 
synodical convention, President Schwan 
announced: “The owners of the private 
paper the LUTHERAN WITNESS have 
asked me to offer this paper to Synod 
in case continuation is deemed neces- 
sary and synodical ownership advis- 
able.” Synod, however, took no action. 

Almost singlehandedly Frank con- 
tinued this “private venture” until 1889, 
when the English Conference of Mis- 
souri (later the English Synod of Mis- 
souri) accepted the WITNESS as _ its 
official organ. 

In spite of his serious protests, the 
English Conference requested Frank to 
continue to serve as editor. Later Frank 
wrote editorially: 

Then already we had requested the 

brethren not only to accept our paper as 
a free gift, but also to appoint an editor 
from their own number, a brother who 
is engaged in English church work only. 
But as the brethren insisted that we 
should continue the work until some 
future date, we did continue the work 
so as not to harm in any way the mis- 
sion which we had helped to foster 
until then. 


In 1891 Frank was relieved of the 
editorship. From 1891 to 1895 the 
WITNESS was edited by William Dall- 
mann; from 1895 to 1911, the faculty 
of Concordia College, Conover, N. C.: 
W.H. T. Dau, G. A. Romoser, L. Buch- 
heimer, C. A. Weiss, G. H. A. Luecke, 
and A. Haentzschel. The chief objec- 
tive during this period was a challeng- 
ing emphasis on English missions. 

The final change in “official” control 
came in 1911, when the English Synod 
of Missouri became the English Dis- 
trict of the Missouri Synod. It was 
resolved at that epoch-making conven- 
tion “That the LUTHERAN WITNESS be 
made the official church paper of the 
entire Synod, but that the editor be 
elected from the English District, or 
that the English’ District be at least 
equally represented on the editorial 
committee.” Aua. R. SUELFLOW 
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My First Year | 
In the Philippine 


My FIRST YEAR as a missionary to th 
Philippines is now history. Thin 
which seemed strange to us at first a 
now commonplace. We are acclimate 
to the constant summer weather. 
are used to riding on dusty, bum 
roads. We like the native fruits a 
vegetables. We can now understan 
the Filipino brand of English and us 
the dialect a little. We have learne 
to know, love, and understand t 
people. | 

When we look back on the way Go ) 
has protected our health, our heartf 
are filled with thanksgiving. Ther 
were a few minor ailments, but prob 
ably no more than we would hav 
experienced had we been in the States 
Marsha, Beverly, and Deana — ou 
daughters — have thrived in this cli 
mate. They are all growing rapidly 

After worshiping in the crowded and 
very warm downstairs of a rented house 
since Rev. Herman Mayer started the 
work here in Cagayan, we dedicatec 
the new Christ Lutheran Church with 
a joyous service last April. A few days 
later Missionary Mayer and his family 
left for a much-needed furlough in the 
States. This left me on my own in the 
Cagayan station. It was truly a won- 
derful experience for me to have been 
introduced to foreign mission work by 
a person like Missionary Mayer. | 

When we were invited to begin work 
in two new outstations, we could not 
refuse. The vacation Bible school at 
Cagayan had about 150 children en- 
rolled. In October I confirmed six 
adults who had completed a two-year 
course in doctrine in their own Visayan 
dialect. 

In August I toured the Moslem area 
of the Philippines. Of the 800,000 
Moslems on the islands, 500,000 are 
here on Mindanao. We are doing prace 
tically no mission work among these 
people, because we do not have the 
manpower or means to begin, but 
something must be done. The place 
for all of us to begin is in fervent 
prayer. ; . 

We also surveyed the Agusan River 
area, which can be reached only by 
boat. Here lives the Manobo tribe, 
formerly known for offering human 
sacrifices. We found these people 
friendly; they would welcome an op 
portunity to hear the Word of God 
Please make this also a matter o 
prayer. I hope to serve these people 
from my new assignment in Butua 
City, if we can find a way to get al 
outboard motor and a boat. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNI 


» all future candidates for foreign 
sion calls we say that you can con- 
r yourselves fortunate indeed if 
h a call comes to you. My wife 
Id say the same to all the wives. 
You, through Synod’s Board of Mis- 
ns in Foreign Countries, have taken 
yd care of us during the past year. 
u have provided us with comfortable 
ng accommodations. You have sup- 
>d us with the necessary tools for 
> work. Thanks to all of you who 
fe made this possible. Above all, 

thank you for your prayers in our 
alf. They have been answered. 
ain and again we have occasion to 
, ‘Someone must have been praying 


us.” RosBert MCAMIs 
Sagayan de Oro City, Philippines 
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le Visits with God. By Allan Hart 
Jahsmann and Martin Simon. Illus- 
trations by Francis Hook. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 287 
pages. $3.00. 


‘wo hundred short readings for devo- 
is in families with children. The lan- 
ge, simple enough. for preschool chil- 
n, will also appeal to teen-agers and 
Its. The conversational form is attrac- 
-and easy to read. 

jach one of the devotions is prefaced 
a short Scripture text, good for mem- 
‘ing. These texts and subjects are in- 
ed for easy selection. The devotions, 
ering a wide range — such as “Grumble 
? “Are You a Liar?” “Happy People,” 
“Our Heavenly Map” — give the 
per Christian point of view and lead 
the safety and security of God’s love. 
iach meditation has a suggested Bible 
jing for older children and grownups, 
Let’s talk about this” section, questions, 
-a short prayer. 

soth authors are known for their ex- 
sive work in Christian literature for 
dren. 

his book is a welcome and valuable 
> to fathers and mothers eager to 
1g up their children in the nurture and 
10nition of the Lord. JARS: 


rney to Easter. By Laurence N. Field. 
Augsburg Publishing Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 152 pages. $2.00. 


‘he helpfulness of these forty-six devo- 
is lies in their crescendo to Easter. 
Field states: “The March to Golgotha 
march of tears, but it is also a march 
triumph.” The individual messages are 
iments on episodes of the journey. 
luded are selections of Lenten poetry. 
GEorRGE W. HOYER 


‘ist and Your Job. By Alfred P. Klaus- 
ler. Concordia Publishing House. 145 
pages. $1.50. 


\lfred Klausler, editor, lecturer, and 
th worker, presents a solution to the 
dicament of modern man in a world 
soldly functional production: the Chris- 
1. vocation. He develops the history of 
- vocation with special reference to the 
heran Reformation, outlines motiva- 
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tions for work, illustrates the casuistry of 
keeping the calling Christian, discusses the 
opportunities for witness in the Christian 
vocation, and takes up special problems 
of vocation as related to worship, giving 
money, Overcoming race prejudice, and 
Christian nurture. The book reads well 
and should be helpful as a starter for dis- 
cussions in the field and as a resource for 
the perplexed. RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


Helping Families Through the Church: 
A Symposium of Family Life Edu- 
cation. Edited by Oscar E. Feucht. 
Concordia Publishing House. 344 
pages. $3.50. 


This book offers family counselors guid- 
ance in solving problems harassing the 
home. Besides the editor, 15 specialists 
have contributed information and _ sug- 
gestions for the strengthening of the Chris- 
tian home. 

The book has six parts: (1) The Chris- 
tian family; (2) Needs of the family; 
(3) The church and family guidance; 
(4) Family counseling; (5) Methods of 
helping families in their needs; (6) Printed 
and visual aids for this work. 

This is a useful book, which should be 
appreciated and eagerly used by pastors, 
teachers, youth leaders, and congrega- 
tional officers. 


From Eden to Egypt. By G. O. Lillegard. 
Northwestern Publishing House, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 408 pages. $3.00. 


Not only pastors but also laymen and 
teachers in our parochial and Sunday 
schools would do well to buy and read 
this book of 52 sermons on the Book of 
Genesis. The author does an excellent job 
of presenting the Biblical truths of Gen- 
esis, so often challenged today, in a rev- 
erent and interesting way. 


By George 
Chicago, Ill. 


Horizons for Older People. 
Gleason. Macmillan, 
137 pages. $2.95. 


An analysis of the problems of aged 
and elderly people, with practical and 
church-centered means and programs to 
meet their needs. Pastors and church 
boards intent on doing something definite 
for their “senior citizens” should get this 
informative volume. The appendix gives 
an annotated bibliography. 


God’s Comfort for Sick Folks. By Wm. 
W. Orr. Scripture Press, Chicago, III. 
32 pages. $ .25. : 


This “glorified tract” shows how God 
would have us view sickness, healing, and 
related questions. Scripture is quoted pro- 
fusely and accurately. The only erroneous 
view is a reference to “the bread and 
wine representing His broken body and 
poured-out blood” (p. 17). If our readers 
will strike out “representing” and substi- 
tute “in which He gives,” they may hand 
this booklet to the chronically sick, with 
the assurance that they will be helped to 
find God’s answers to the nagging ques- 
tions and vexing problems. 


Rest for the Weary. By Vance Havner. — 


Fleming H. Revell, Westwood, N. J. 
154 pages. $2.00. 


Brief observations of a country preacher 
written in a devotional vein, for which 
the author has a pleasing and readable 
style. He yearns for the simpler life, 
which has been forsaken in the name of 
progress, for this TV, guided-missile, go- 
getting merry-go-round madness. 
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Fight the Good Fight. By Robert G. Ray- 
burn. Covenant College Press. 108 
pages. $2.00. 


Author Rayburn, former chaplain of 
a paratrooper unit in the Korean fighting, 
illustrates and drives home the spiritual 
truths of the “warfare” passages of the 
New Testament (Eph. 6:10-17; 2 Cor. 
10:4; 1 Peter 5:8). Except for some 
phrases (“make decisions for Christ”), 
which imply that the sinner co-operates 
in his conversion, the theology is sound. 
A good book to place in Service Center 
libraries. 


Reading Aloud Effectively. By Ben Graf 
Henneke. Rinehart & Co., Inc., New 
York, 1954. xiii + 481 pages. $6.75. 


This somewhat expensive book will 
serve best as a textbook under the super- 
vision of a teacher. Current techniques 
of TV and radio are reflected. Some good 
principles are briefly discussed concerning 
the reading of sacred material; the refer- 
ences do not reflect the literature in this 
field. The material on “Communicating 
Emotions” is slight. 

RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


HENRY J. KOENIG, Jan. 7, 1882, New 
York, N. Y., to Jan. 16, 1957, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; son of Elias and Sophia Anthes 
Koenig; graduated St. Louis Seminary, 
1905; parishes: McKeesport, Pa.; Ridge- 
wood and Wolcottsville, N. Y., 1914 to 


1954, when he retired. Survivors: sons 
Rev. Walter, Ernest, Oscar. Funeral: 
Jan. 18, Pittsburgh; interment, St. Paul’s 


Cemetery, Clarence Center, N. Y. 


ERNEST A. H. MUELLER, Oct. 14, 1881, 
Fontenelle, Nebr., to Jan. 25, 1957, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa; son of Louis and Eliz- 
abeth Mueller; graduated Addison Teach- 
ers College, 1906; schools: Palmer, Kans.; 
Scribner, Nebr.; Boone and Ute, Iowa. 
Survivors: Melinda Stuenkel Mueller; sons, 
Erhard, Gilbert, Marvin, Walter; daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Alvin Sears, Mrs. Harry H. 
Meyer. Funeral: Jan. 28, Council Bluffs; 
interment, Memorial Park. 


PauL E. Ross, Sept. 26, 1876, Danzig, 
Germany, to March 2, 1957, Pomeroy, 
Iowa; son of John and Emilie Kowitz 
Ross; graduated Springfield Seminary, 
1904; parishes: Radium-Warren Parish, 
Thief River Falls, Detroit Lakes, and Wil- 
bert, Minn.; Winnipeg, Man., Can.; and 
Pomeroy, Iowa, 1928—1950, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Minnie Klema Ross; son 
Rev. Joel; daughter Esther Nieting. Fu- 
neral: Pomeroy, March 2; interment, 
Union Cemetery. 


RUDOLPH F. ZIMMERMANN, March 16, 
1875, Chicago, to March 6, 1957, Chicago: 
son of Frederick and Augusta Sass Zim- 
mermann; graduated St. Louis Seminary, 
1896; parishes: Great Falls, Mont.; Gro- 
ton, S. Dak.; St. Paul, Minn.; Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Evanston, and Mount Vernon, III. 
Survivors: Rose Bittner Zimmermann; 
sons Kurt, Eugene, Waldo, Arthur, Erwin, 
Harold; daughters Mrs. R. J. Speer, Mrs. 
Paul Kowert, Lenore. Funeral: March 9, 
Chicago; interment, Ridgewood Cemetery. 
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Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 
Ordained and Installed: 


Ackerman, James L., Our Redeemer, Hering- 
ton, Kans., by Harold W. Kamman, March 3. 


Wagner, Carl Louis, St. Paul, Kirkland Lake, 
Ont.; Zion, Wawbewawa, Ont., Can., by 


Walter O. Rathke, March 3. 
PASTORS 
David P., 


Installed: 


Bergmann, Immanuel, 


Walter Baumann, Feb. 24 


Eberle, R. J.. Mount Hope, West Bloomington 
(Minneapolis), Minn., by Emanuel W. Bau- 


mann, Feb. 17. 


Hintz, Richard, Immanuel, Merrill 8 W, Town 
Corning, Wis., by E. H. Bertermann, Feb. 17. 


Hoyer, Horst, Immanuel, Cleveland, Ohio, by 


Oscar C. Klemp, March 3 


Larsen, Donald H., Redeemer, Detroit, Mich., 


by A. T. Tong, March 3 


Lochhaas, Leland, Immanuel, Waterloo, IIl., 


by B. T. Strasen, March 3 


Luebke, Gerhard W., Immanuel, 
Mich., by Robert E. Weller, March 3. 


Marquardt, Reinhold A., Immanuel, Gaylord, 
Minn., by Paul G. Koch, Feb. 24. 


Meyer, Alfred O., St. John, Calumet City, IIL, 
by C. C. Streck, Feb. 24. 


Niedner, Walter W., Trinity, Jefferson City, 
Mo., by Frederic Niedner, Feb. 24. 


Reinbolt, Donald, St. Paul, Jonesville, Ind., by 
Victor A. Mack, Feb. 24. 


Schinnerer, Carl F., Our Savior, Bad Axe, 
Mich., by Walter A. Pieper, Feb. 24. 


Schroeder, George, St. John, Petaluma, Calif., 
by Victor Am End, Feb. 10. 


Wyneken, Lawrence, Holy Cross, Pacific Pali- 
sades, Calif., by Theodore C. Schoessow, 
March 3 

Zimmerman, Earl J., St. Paul, Shelton, Nebr., 
by P. E. Kauffeld; St. Paul, Lowell, Nebr., 
by Arnold G. Mueller, March 3. 


Installed: Ne 


Prothe, Walter, St.John, Red Bud, Ill, by 


M. H. Gross, March 3. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Robert V. Abolins, at present serving 
as vicar in Arroya Grande, Calif., requests 
a colloquy to enter the ministry of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod. — ArTHUR 
C. Nirz, President, California and Nevada 
District. 


Rev. Walter A. Haag, Boyd, Minn., has been 
appointed Visitor of the 3d Circuit, Yellow- 
bank Conference, to succeed Rev. K. K. Hill, 
who has accepted a call elsewhere in the 
District. — H. GaMBER, President, Minne- 
sota District. 


Rev. Ed. Croll, Flaxton, N. Dak., has been 
appointed Visitor of the Williston Circuit to 
succeed Rev. Robert Kamrath, who accepted 
a call into another District. —B. G. MueE.tEr, 
President, North Dakota District. 


Rev. George A. Weinrich, Waco, Nebr., has 
been appointed Visitor of the York Circuit, 
to succeed Rev. William H. Wendling, who has 
accepted a call into another District. — 
Henry F. Kroun, President, Southern Ne- 
braska District. 


Election of the Associate Professor in Ed- 
ucation at Concordia College, Austin, Tex., 


will be held on Wednesday, April 24, 1957. — 


GeorcE J. Beto, President. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia College, 
St. Paul, Minn., with the consent of the Board 


for Higher Education, herewith issues a call 


for nominations for an associate professorship 
in Education and Religion. 


Candidates must possess the necessary qual- 
ifications to meet the spiritual and academic 


requirements of our Synod and in addition 


should possess the degree of Doctor of Philos- 


ophy or be able to acquire it shortly. The 
candidates should have practical experience 


in teaching elementary Christian day school. 
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Clovis, 
N. Mex., by Pres. H. H. Hellbusch, Feb. 10. 


Cattau, Raymond, St. John, Sullivan, Wis., by 


Alpena, 


‘In addition, the candidates should have had 


advanced training in theology. 


Nominations must be submitted by May 5 
to Rev. H. W. Britu, Secretary, 231 Fifth, fic 
Hopkins, Minn. 


Calls Accepted and Calls Declined 


Calls and appointments to Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne, Ind., have been ac- 
cepted by: 

Rev. Robert Schroeter, as Associate Pro- 
fessor of Speech, Department of English; 


Prof. Eugene Nissen, as Associate Professor, 
Department of Classical Languages; 


Rev. Wilbert Stelzer, as Director of Physical 
Education with the rank of Associate Profes- 
sor, Department of Natural Science; 


Dr. Erwin L. Meyer, as Professor, Depart- 
ment of German; 


Mr. Herbert Nuechterlein, with appoint- 
ment as Assistant Professor, Department of 
Music. 


Calls to Concordia Senior College have been 
declined by Dr. Gerhard Mundinger, as Pro- 
fessor, Department of Humanities and Phi- 
losophy; Rev. Justus Kretzmann, as Professor, 
Department of Religion; Rev. H. Armin Moel- 
lering, as Associate Professor, Department of 
Classical Languages. —C. E. Avuticx, Secre- 
tary, Board of Control. 


Notices 


The Taiwan Post Office is now affixing no- 
tices to all incoming mail, stating that all 
mail sent to Taiwan should include in the 
address ‘‘Republic of China,’ to avoid the 
possible missending of mail for Taiwan to 
the China Mainland. — Dr. Roy A. SuELFLow, 
Box 52, Chia Yi, Taiwan, Republic of China. 


Winter visitors and new residents in the 
Temple Terrace area of Tampa are invited to 
attend Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, the 
newest mission in Tampa. — Rev. Herman W. 
pee em., 1707 E. Navajo Ave., Tampa 4, 

a. 


Available 


Complete and refinished Communion set in 
excellent condition. Any mission or small 
church may have the set for the postage of 
sending it. — Rev. R. DELvENTHAL, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Sweet Springs, Mo. 


7-foot altar, available for cost of transpor- 
tation. — Rev. Kart BREEHNE, 812 East Oak 
Ave., Greenville, Ill. 


Gothic, custom-designed church light fix- 
tures of various sizes, with chain and solid 
mountings. For details contact CHas. H. Po- 
nitzZ, Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1524 Park 
Ave., Bay City, Mich. 


Dossal curtain (red), altar, matching pulpit 
and lectern, baptismal font, hymn boards, and 
missal stand, to any mission for cost of trans- 
portation. — St. MarxK’s LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
Rev. H. A. Reischauer, 108 S. Fifth Ave., 
St. Charles, Ill. 


To anyone who will pay for transportation: 
one altar, one pulpit—both units in very 
good condition—and candelabra.— Rev. H. 
M. Hivrert, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Win- 
side, Nebr. 


Upon request: two surplices, one white 
cotton and the other white rayon. — Mrs. 
Sere Wispom, 10340 Eagan Dr., Whittier, 
Calif. 


Luther, St. Louis Edition: Vols. I, II, VII, X, 
XT, XT, eI hay IIT pe Villa peo 
$15.00. — Rev. E. J. Manwnxke, 2639 Miami, 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


Wanted 


Used choir robes for Beautiful Savior Lu- 
theran Mission. — Grorce FRAILING, 711 Lin- 
coln Ave., Waukesha, Wis. 


24 pews, 12 or 14 ft. long, for Grace Lu- 
theran Church. — Rev. Cart N. Last, 2733 
Dover, Longview, Wash. 


Highlands Lutheran Church, new mission, 
urgently needs Communion ware. — Rosert 
BeIsE, 5633 Laurel, LaGrange, Ill. 


New mission needs altar paraments, pulpit, 
and hymn boards. Size is important, as space 
is limited. — Peace LUTHERAN CHURCH, c/o R. 
Roar EnEDS: 721 E. Seminary, Greencastle, 
nd. 


Teachers in the field of business education, 
girls’ physical education, library science, 
mathematics, or combinations of these with 
English or social studies. —LuTHERAN HicH 
Scuoo.t, Alfred J. Freitag, 2941 W. 70th St., 
Los Angeles 43, Calif. 
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Assistant librarian, matured woman. 
theran background and some training co 
perience essential. Write: Dr. Watts 
Barpter, President, Concordia Theo 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill. 


Steel filing cabinet and storage locke 
proximately 18 inches deep, 35 inches 
and 3 feet high, for Sunday school. — 
Wess, Superintendent, Lutheran Chure 
fens the King, 3701 S. Lake Park, C 


Wanted 


Some of the items needed are: 


Braille typewriter 
Braille 

Braille 

Braille 

Braille New Testament 
Talking Book 


Six used pews, 7 or 8 ft. long, for a mi 
congregation in Dapree, S. Dak. — REv. 
L1amM Hen, Faith, S. Dak. 


New mission needs Sunday school hym 
altar brasses, Communion ware, altar clo 
and Bibles for Bible class. Parcel post cha 
will be remitted for articles sent. — Rrv. 
MAN W. PETERSEN, em., Our Redeemer 
pias Church, 1707 E. Navajo Ave., Ta 

, Fla. 


St. Philip’s Lutheran Church needs 25 
Lutheran Hymn-Book with Tunes. Will 
postage or express. — Rev. G. S. Roserts, 
Central Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Ackerman, James L., 402 N. Broadway, 
Herington, Kans. 


Beltz, Dewyth, 1005 Atkinson Dr., 
Lufkin, Tex. 


Bergmann, David P., 1017 Prince St., 
Clovis, N. Mex. 

Bode, R. L., 1316 Ninth, 
International Falls, Minn. 

Budde, Enno, Shickley, Nebr. 

Cloeter, A., Ceylon, Minn. 

Foelber, Paul, 1601 E. Seventh St., 
Winfield, Kans. 

Gedwillo, A. Steven, O’Neill, Nebr. 

Graf, Prof. Arthur E., 3524 Sherman, 
Springfield, Tl. 

Henning, Otto F., em., Box 98, 
Holyrood, Kans. 

Hoyer, Horst, 2928 Scranton Rd., 
Cleveland 13, Ohio 


Leverenz, Gerhard M., 2162 Edgehill Ave. 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Luebke, Gerhard W., 714 N. Second, 
Alpena, Mich. 


Luft, Theodore L., em., 76 Merner Ave., 
Kitchener, Ont., Can. 


Raedeke, Theodore A., 6457 Lansdowne, 
St. Louis 9, Mo. 


Reinbolt, Donald, Jonesville, Ind. 


Uhlig, N. Paul, 307 Huntington Ave., 
Boston 15, Mass. 


Haak, William P., 2021 Jennings, 
Sioux City 4, Iowa 


Teacher: 


Menges, Albert, 480 59th St., 
Oakland 9, Calif. 


Notice 


—_ Uc . 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica-— 
tion in the LuT#HERAN Witness, books 
for review, and general correspondence ~ 
should be addressed to the WITNEsS 
eee 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 

» Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, sgh North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, 


THE LUTHERAN 


Letters 


jasped” 


When I saw the inside front cover of 
- March 12 WirTNgEss, I gasped, for 
re was Cappie as sure as_ shootin’! 
vat I’m trying to say is that I believe 
‘re faced with one of those inexplicable 
ngs. I’m sure your art man did not 
ow Cappie, nor had he ever seen him. 
t that drawing is as surely the real 
ppie as if the artist had been working 
m a photograph! Express to him my 
nks, will you, please? I’ve looked at 
_ drawing a dozen times, and [ still 
't believe it. 


Quincy, Ill. (REv.) E. J. Otto 


achers Included 


‘would like to comment briefly on two 
torials appearing in the February 12 
TNESS: “Recruit Ministers Early” and 
‘anted,” page 10. 

30th certainly offer valid and needed 
insel. However, I fear that they over- 
k completely the full-time teachers of 
church. These, too, are in short sup- 
, and the recruitment principles outlined 
sly to them also. 

Again, many of our teachers spend all 
their working lives in congregation- 
ned teacherages and often retire with- 
- enough funds to purchase or rent 
table homes. Thus when Lutheran 
iples are urged to will their homes to 
red workers in the church, I believe 
t also teachers should be specifically 
ntioned as proper objects of such gen- 
sity. 

Admittedly, both editorials use terms 
» “minister,” “church workers,” “servy- 
s of the church.” These terms, properly 
ined, do include teachers. Teachers are 
inisters,”’ “church workers,” and “serv- 
s of the church.” 

towever, many readers will, I fear, re- 
ct these terms to include only the 
tor. In other words, they will make 
stor” and “minister” synonymous. Ac- 
lly the pastorate is only one function 
the public ministry. Teachers exercise 
‘ther function. So do our District and 
odical executives. 

am sure that you did not intentionally 
tlook our teachers in these editorials. 
vould only ask, therefore, that in the 
Ire every effort be made to spell out 
the types of ministers referred to in 
iven article. Perhaps less use of the 
n “minister” and more use of terms 
t describe function would avoid much 
lecessary confusion. 


FREDERICK NOHL 
iditor of School Materials 


NOTE: Certainly the “Comments” in 
stion include the parish school teachers. 
addition to the terms mentioned in the 
er the phrase “enlisting young boys 
| girls to prepare for service in the 
rch” was used in the “recruitment” 
‘orial. 


e Thing Missing 


Ine thing is missing in the new WIT- 
S. I hoped in your longer issue we 
ild find more Christian poetry. So far 
ave been very much disappointed. 


hio C;,F.B. 
L 9, 1957 


~"% pay 


ee oe Foe 


Men’s Club Makes Sign 


Our congregation, located in a rural 
area, a mile off the main highway, has 
been talking signboards. We wanted some- 
thing other than the usual black-and-white 
boards, one that would serve day and 
night. The sign was to be readable when 
people traveled at high speeds; it was to 
contain just enough information and be 
attractive. 

The men’s club, affiliated with the LLL, 
got busy. One member contacted Con- 
cordia Publishing House. The metal sign 


ZION | 
| LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


All the 


measures 4x8 feet. 
cross, and its background are scotchlite 
on an enameled metal background. The 
cross and “Zion Lutheran Church” are in 


lettering, 


red; the rest, white or pale lemon. The 
bottom portion is dark blue. 

Two signs like this were purchased 
from CPH. Local labor did the installing. 
The whole project for two signs cost 
a little more than $200. 

We did omit “Missouri Synod,” not that 
we are ashamed of it. The design of the 
sign is a take-off from the regular small 
church signs. That feature shows the 
church to be “Missouri Synod” for those 
concerned. 


Boyd, Minn. Rev. W. A. HAAG 


Similar but Not Identical 


It is true, as you say, that the religious 
similarities between the Christians and 
those of the Qumran community, where 
the scrolls were found, do not prove their 
identity. These resemblances may be as 
accidental as the practices in Roman 
Catholicism and those in Lamaism of the 
Tibetans, who also have monasteries, 
monks, rosaries, incense, etc. 

That the beliefs and practices of the 
New Testament Christians should not be 
entirely unique and therefore altogether 
different from those of the men of Qumran 
need not surprise us if we consider that 


both systems were closely relative in time’ 


and originated in Judaism, where Messian- 
ism was running high. 

This particular similarity strengthens 
my faith in the integrity and Christ- 
centered unity of Scripture. I believe that 
the Qumranites, who had access to the 
Old Testament Scriptures, were looking 
for what we Christians actually have dis- 
covered therein and which stands revealed 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names will be withheld upon request. The opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Editors, who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not pertinent. 


in the New Testament. After all, both 
parts of the Bible form a unit. As Chris- 
tians we must insist that the religion of 
the New Testament largely developed out 
of the Old along continuous lines. Pa- 
tently the people of Qumran used the Old 
Testament as a source to borrow from. 

The Qumranites spoke of their “Teacher 
of Righteousness.” Joel 2:23 (cf. marginal 
reference) speaks of Christ as the Teacher 
of Righteousness. That this is the correct 
translation is substantiated by the sainted 
Dr. Fuerbringer, C.T.M., November 
1939, pp. 818 ff. The Qumran monks 
spoke of a herald — the Book of Malachi 
speaks of the Baptist. Qumran had a type 
of baptism — there were many kinds of 
Levitical baptisms and ablutions fifteen 
hundred years before those of Qumran or 
those of John and Christ. The Qumranites 
emphasized repentance—the Prophets 
even more. And why should not the men 
of Qumran have patterned their sacred 
meal after the Passover when our Lord 
did so in introducing His Supper of the 
New Testament? 

As for the Qumran references of their 
teacher’s becoming man, dying, and aris- 
ing — these are the very things the Old 
Testament speaks concerning Christ. 
“They testify of Me,” He says. The people 
of Qumran did not see their Messianic 
hopes fulfilled. Theirs was an abortive 
Christ —if it can at all be said that they 
were looking for a Christ. Thank God, 
we Christians have found Him of whom 
Moses and the Prophets did write and who 
has fulfilled all Scripture for us. 

(REv.) ARTHUR KOEHLER 


Novato, Calif. 


From a Teacher 


I am glad to see the WITNEss enlarged 
and also containing a variety of news and 
information. Certainly enjoy the section 
devoted to the work of our auxiliary or- 
ganizations, namely, the Walther League, 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 
and the Lutheran Laymen’s League. 

BERNARD W. EGGERS 

Colorado Springs, Colo. 


No Language Barrier 


It comes to my attention that some con- 
gregations may not be practicing what 
they preach. Luther taught worship must 
be in the language of the people. As my 
eyes run down our church membership list, 
here are some of the names which greet 
my eyes: De Matteo, Doyle, Halvorsen, 
Havlicek, Kelly, Lombino, MacCleave, 
O’Brian, Simmons, Spallome. Truly it 
seems 10 me we have in our congregation 
taught all nations. 

Congregations should not bar church 
doors with a language barrier. Let us re- 
member we are Christians first; nationality, 
homelands, and ways of the world are 
second. Let the Word preached at home 
in America be in the language of the 
people — English. We know from reports 
given by our missionaries that we are go- 
ing to great trouble to translate the Bible 
into.even local dialects. We should con- 
tinue in this direction until we reach the 


ends of the earth. = Oy aries HAVLICK 
North Bellmore, N. Y. 
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Will Prove a Joy to Use and Recommend! 


LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


Beil 
Pir sewer de be SSS 


By Allan H. Jahsmann 
and Martin P. Simon 


Family devotions become meaningful 
— real learning takes place — through 
these delightfully illustrated pages, aimed 
directly at stimulating devotional read- 
ing and conversation in families with 
children. 

Each one of the devotions, and there 
are 200 in all, contains a Scripture verse 
to remember, some questions for con- 
versation, a Bible reading for mom and 
dad and the older children, and a prayer 
for the whole family. 134 illustrations 
by Francis Hook enrich the book. 304 
pages. Full-color cloth cover and jacket. 
$3.00. Order No. 6W1055. 


TEEN-AGERS PRAY 


Edited by William Kramer 
75 prayers dealing with the 


TREASURY OF PRAYERS 


(Revised Edition) 
This is the 28th printing, 


slightly revised, of the popular 
Abridged Treasury of Prayers. 
Contains preparatory prayers, 
prayers for every day of the 
week, for various occasions,. for 
the sick and the dying, for fes- 
tival days, for mothers and chil- 
dren — over 100 in all. Available 
in 4 attractive bindings: Cloth, 
$1.00, Order No.6W1061. Gilt 


edge, $1.50, Order No. 6W1062. Pa 


White Fabrikoid, $4.00, Order 
No. 6W1064. Leather, 
Order No. 6W1063. 


FAMILY ALTAR 


(Revised Edition) 
by F. W. Herzberger 


A best seller. for 20 years! 
Now in attractive, slightly revised 
edition. Contains 400 devotional 
gems, full of guidance, solace, 
strength, and peace. Like a coura- 
geous and wise father, Pastor 
Herzberger speaks to the modern 
family about God's will and God's 
love without reserve or compro- 
mise. 396 pages. Cloth. Jacket. 
$4.50. Order No. 6W1056. 


$5.00, 


FROM 

Portals 
of” 

Prayer 
vs 


i 


49 WORSHIP STORIES 
FOR CHILDREN 


by Theodore Schroeder 


Designed to implant in young hearers 
an understanding of, and a respect for, 
love, patience, kindness, generosity, resig- 
nation, dedication, honesty, truthfulness, 
gratitude, and obedience. The author in- 
cludes stories appropriate to each season 
of the church year. 130 pages. Cloth. 
Jacket. $1.75. Order No. 15W1230. 


A 


teen-ager’s own special concerns 
and problems— “For Success in 
School,” “For Help in Finding 
Good Friends,’ “Before a Date,” 
plus prayers on the Command- 
ments and for special days. A val- 
uable devotional help for young 
men and women who want to 
bring their deepest needs before 
the Throne of Grace. 96 pages. 
Cloth. $1.00. Order No.6W 1054. 


MEDITATIONS 
FROM PORTALS 
OF PRAYER 


Twentieth Anniversary Edition 


Contains favorite meditations 


_for every day of the year selected 


from past issues of Portals of. 
Prayer. 377 daily devotions by 
65 different authors. Especially 
ideal for friends and relatives in 
convalescent homes and homes 
for the aged — and for young 
people in college or in the mili- 
tary service. 380 pages. Cloth. 
Jacket. $2.50. Order No.6W 1060. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 
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